
God, having been set apart by holy angels
sent by the Almighty for that purpose, that,
in the first place, he might be acquainted
with correct principles, and then be able to
teach them to others. This is the phase
which this thing assumed at that time; and
the people felt about it as the old Jews did
when Jesus told them that they were de-
ceivers, whited walls and painted sepul-
chres; they said, Away with such a fellow
from the earth. When Joseph Smith told
the priests, the good Methodists, the righ-
teous Presbyterians, and the holy Roman
Catholics that they were all wrong, how
could they endure it. But you must endure
it, for God has spoken and the word has
gone forth. The Lord, in the first place,
commanded all men everywhere to repent
and to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, giving
them a promise that they should receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost. This is different
to anything that has been before in the
world. That which was before, assumed no
shape and came with no authority from
God. The various sects of the world imag-
ined that they had the Holy Ghost, but
they forgot that it was to lead men into all
truth. That spirit which they have mistaken
for the Holy Ghost has led them into con-
fusion, contention, and strife, and conse-
quently it is not the Holy Ghost spoken of
in the Scripture. Joseph Smith, having
found and made manifest these things, and
having turned the key that unlocks the des-
tinies of the human family, having had
committed unto him the key of this dis-
pensation, he began to unfold and make
manifest the things of God to the world, to
all who were desirous to listen and yield
obedience thereunto. A good many felt as
the people felt when Jesus came, that “This
man speaks with authority, and not as 
the scribes;” there were other principles

and another spirit introduced developing
other precepts, laws, ordinances, manifes-
tations, and doctrines, and a greater power
was associated with it than had been with
any previous manifestations. What then?
Why, the Lord was reasonable—he always
has been; he is a good and gracious God, a
benefactor and friend, suiting his doctrines
and principles to the capacities of the
human family. What was the consequence
when men heard those principles? Many of
them had a portion of the Spirit of the
Lord among them, and as light cleaves to
light, truth to truth, and intelligence to in-
telligence, wherever there was the light of
the Spirit of God in the mind of man it
discovered, comprehended, and embraced
the truth. What is it? God has spoken; a
record has been revealed, making manifest
the events that have transpired on this
Continent, and prophecy, and revelations,
and visions, and the purposes of God, &c.
This agrees with the Old Record; there is
no need to bring argument here on that
question, for it has been argued and inves-
tigated throughout the world. What then?
Did I know because Joseph Smith knew?
Not exactly. Joseph Smith had certain
things revealed to him, and he was com-
manded to communicate those things unto
others. What then? He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved, and he shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost and shall
know for himself of the things which he
has believed in. This was the principle
upon which my faith was based at the
commencement. For instance, an Elder
came to me and preached the Gospel 
and told me all these things. I was struck 
at once with them. I was well acquainted
with the Bible, yet I had never heard such
teachings before; had never seen such
principles developed; had never listened to
such words as came from his mouth,
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