
than in ages gone by; we can now see his
footprints more clearly and can realize
more sensibly the Work in which he is
moving, bringing to pass his purposes for
the redemption of the world, for the over-
throw of sin and iniquity and for the estab-
lishment of his kingdom, which Prophets,
long ages past and gone, have seen would
be set up in the last days. We have under-
taken to do our part towards establishing
his kingdom, which will eventually reign
over the whole earth, where all nations,
kingdoms, tongues, and people will ac-
knowledge Emanuel’s sway and the earth
be lit up with the glory of God and be pre-
pared for his kingdom and coming.

In these valleys of the mountains a nu-
cleus is finally formed of a people who have
been gathered out from all the nations of
the earth, for the express purpose of sus-
taining holy and righteous principles which
the Almighty has revealed from the heav-
ens and to form a community that shall be
self-sustaining. Latter-day Saints associate
together in a community to prove to the
Lord and to the world that they can sustain
themselves; that the doctrines and
principles God has revealed to them are
self-sustaining in their nature—so much
so, that a whole community may be sus-
tained by practicing and living faithfully up
to them. Hence it is that the shafts of the
enemy are directed against us for the over-
throw and destruction of those holy
principles.

We know of a verity that the Work in
which we are engaged is of God; we know
we have the knowledge of God our Father
and of his Son Jesus Christ, whom to know
is life everlasting; we know in whom we
have put our trust; we know the principles
which we have espoused are based upon a
solid and sure foundation; we know they are
true, and truth is eternal and will lead to ex-

altation in the kingdom of God if we are
true to each other and to the principles
which have been revealed. We are not
guessing at these things, nor groping our
way in the dark in relation to them. Should
not our course be to turn aside every shaft
of the enemy aimed at our brother as well
as at ourselves? When we see danger,
should we not warn our brother against it
and use every exertion to assist each other
to walk faithfully in the right way, shield-
ing each other from the power of the
enemy and endeavoring to pick up those
who are wandering into bye and forbidden
paths, pointing out to them the right way
and exhorting them to walk in it? We
should guide the footsteps of the young
and ignorant, and teach them the
principles which have a tendency to bring
them into the path of life and glory. We
should try to overcome all weaknesses and
eradicate from our bosoms every unholy
desire and remove from our footsteps every
evil way. We too often see carelessness and
indifference in the midst of this people
with regard to these small matters; I call
them small, because they are so often
passed by and neglected.

We ought to instil into our children a
nice sense of honor and truthfulness in their
words, that when they come to act in real
life they may receive and reverence
principles of holiness that will lead them ul-
timately to the possession of eternal life and
salvation. People often speak jestingly of the
holy things which we hold, or should hold
sacred. I have heard people do it, and always
tell them they would satisfy my feelings
much better if they would not make a jest
of things I hold sacred. I remember a man
in Nauvoo, who was conspicuous in this
Church, once at a party saying to the fid-
dler, “Let me lay hands on that old fiddle,
and then perhaps you will not have so much
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