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ask for in due time. By improving upon
what we have, by keeping ourselves un-
spotted from this untoward generation, by
walking in faith and obedience before our
God, we can attain to more than we have
now any knowledge of. “Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the
heart of man, to conceive the things that
are in store for the faithful,” when they
shall attain to that stature in Christ that
will entitle them to receive them.

I do not, however, wish to throw the
mind of the community upon something
great in the future to the neglect of present
blessings and present duties. Let us count
over the blessings we this day enjoy; let us
look into the past and mark the constant
flow of blessings with which the history of
this people has been attended from the be-
ginning. Neither do I wish us to stop here
and say that we have all we need; but while
we are desiring blessings that are still future
to us, let us not neglect the things which
are now within our reach day by day, but
live constantly our holy religion, being
faithful and diligent in all things that are
for us today, cleaving closely to the Lord,
knowing that we are in his hands and that
we are his children, having all confidence
in him and in his constituted authori-
ties on the earth, then will our knowledge
and intelligence increase and our blessings
will continue in a steady flow. This is all
the business we have on hand to attend
to, to serve our God and make ourselves
comfortable and happy, securing from
the elements everything we need for our
sustenance and support, building houses,
making roads, opening farms, planting
orchards and vineyards, bringing from
the mountains timber and lumber and
all things else we need. All this labor is
necessary to sustain us, and that the Lord
may have a people who are zealous of

JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd 138

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

good works and who will do his bidding,
and through whom his kingdom may be
established upon the earth and become a
self-sustaining community, being governed
and controlled in every particular by the
revelations of the Most High, and by the
principles which he has revealed. We are
now the best governed people in the world,
and for the best of all reasons—we have the
best Government and the best Governor;
our Heavenly Father is at the helm, from
whom emanates all wisdom, truth and
righteousness. No matter what the difficul-
ties are which we are called upon to over-
come, still we have everything to encour-
age us; we can go to the great fountain of
all good; nothing can compare with this.
Should we not feel encouraged and rejoice,
and give praise and thanksgiving to God,
who is so good a Father to us, who has
watched over us to this day, to say nothing
of the glorious future which is opening up
before us continually.

This people have a future which the
world little dreams of. They will see the
time when those who seek to destroy them
from under heaven will come bowing and
scraping to them obsequiously and syco-
phantic enough, no doubt. That, however,
does not affect us one way or the other; it
is for us to do right and please our God
with full purpose of heart, that his will
may be done on the earth as it is done in
heaven. The Lord will not slacken his hand
nor look backward, but will progress on-
ward with his people who will abide faith-
ful and true to him. Righteousness must
predominate in the midst of this people,
and iniquity will have no part or lot with
them, but if any among them wish to
work iniquity and do not delight in holy
principles, this is not the place for them;
they had better go where there are influ-
ences more congenial, where they will not
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