
mountains, it pays molasses, chickens, 
eggs, butter, beef and pork, some hay and 
wood. I wish to ask if this is not good pay, 
and especially when you consider that the 
public hands get all their wages and more 
too; for in many instances they are behind 
on the books. They get all they earn and 
more, unless they are more diligent than 
some generally are, because we pay high 
wages. These are facts that cannot be truth-
fully denied. Men who work on the public 
works should be satisfied and contented, 
and give their best services, and try to im-
prove and do the best they can; a good 
many do this. There is no place in the 
Territory that pays better pay and better 
wages than is paid to the hands that work 
on the public works, upon an average. If 
they can better themselves, why do they 
not do it? Some would quickly leave the 
public works in the best season of the year 
for a few dollars in money, and in the win-
ter, when employment is scarce elsewhere, 
return to the public works; this is not righ-
teous before God; men who do this do not 
do their duty as Saints. If any person can 
do better than to be a Latter-day Saint and 
abide the counsels given to them, why do 
they not do it? If there is more peace and 
comfort and salvation in the world than 
among the Saints, why did they not stay 
in the world? And if, after they come here, 
they think they can enjoy themselves better 
somewhere else, why do they not go there 
instead of staying here as grumblers in the 
kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is 
as independent of all such men as the Lord 
himself and it will be built up whether they 
assist in the Work or not.

I speak thus plainly that you may know 
how we feel about such things, and that you 
may realize that you are equally interested in 
the building up of the kingdom of God as I 
am or as anybody else is. It is as much your

duty to come here and spend your time as 
it is mine, whether you get anything for it 
or not. I am no more interested in building 
up the Temple than any other Latter-day 
Saint is. I am no more interested in build-
ing a new tabernacle than you are; it is no 
more the business of the First Presidency 
or Twelve Apostles than it is yours. This, 
however, may need qualification; some 
feel a slothful interest in it that we do not 
have. It is as much your duty as ours, and I 
expect we can do as well without it as you 
can. We, however, expect to accomplish 
this work whether you aid us or not; but 
we call upon the people in this sense, it 
is your privilege to aid us if you feel will-
ing to do so. We expect you to do as you 
shall be directed and abide the law you 
have enlisted to obey; this is your privilege. 
We expect you will guide your labors ac-
cording to the rule laid down for you to 
follow. We wish to proceed with this la-
bor immediately upon the close of this 
Conference. Let the men who seek labor, 
seek it not so particularly for individual 
aggrandizement as for the interest of the 
kingdom of God. This work will be an 
equal benefit to all, if we will be diligent 
and contented. There is no job men can be 
engaged in that will pay half as well. Those 
who will cling to the faith and work on 
faithfully, diligently, and humbly, will be 
the best off in the end. I do not care what 
inducement is offered to them, there is no 
enterprise so remunerative as the great en-
terprise in which we are engaged, or half 
so profitable, though we may not realize 
all things we desire or need at the present 
moment as fully as we would like. Look at 
the faithful laborer who is putting forth his 
hand in building up the kingdom of God, 
even if it is connected with the bringing  
of rocks from the quarry, lumber and tim-
ber from the mountains, etc.; that soul
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