
must make this little do.” In the cotton-
spinning districts of Great Britain there are
thousands of such cases among persons be-
longing to this Church; they are reduced to
the last extremity of want in consequence
of the great revolution in America.

We should not send Elders there to beg
of them a division of their scanty pittance,
or to solicit aid in paying their passage back
again to America, or to give them some-
thing to carry home to their families; not
at all. God has given us possession of this
goodly land; the labors of the brethren and
the blessings of God have caused it to bud
and blossom as the rose. Where desolation
dwelt, now is the abode of plenty. We are
under no necessity of sending forth the El-
ders of Israel in the condition that we have
hitherto had to do; in fact, it would not be
safe for a man to shoulder his valise and
tramp through the States as the Elders used
to do. Bloodshed, robbery, murder, jay-
hawking (a polite name for robbery), stalks
abroad throughout the land, and the only
chance for safety is for every man to pass
along about his business and be silent; this
is the case in many parts of the country.

The fact that Joseph Smith predicted
the present trouble and state of affairs—
prophesied the result of mobbing the
Saints in Missouri and elsewhere, enrages
them; instead of the fulfilment of that
prophecy making the people of the coun-
try friendly to us, it makes them blood-
thirsty, more filled with hell, more eager to
waste and destroy and crush out the last re-
maining particle of truth that may exist on
the face of the land.

Again, the places of our missionary
labor are a long distance away, and it 
is important, when an Elder leaves 
here, that he should commence the 
exercise of his calling at the place he is

destined to labor at the earliest practical
moment. A few dollars contributed to this
purpose will pass the Elders directly to the
fields of labor to which they are appointed.
Perhaps when a missionary gets to Italy, as
my brother tells me, he would be cordially
received and treated to a few honeysuckle
leaves put into some water, boiled, sea-
soned with salt, and dished up for a meal.
A man could make a meal of this with a
loaf of bread by the side of it and a shank
of good Tithing Office beef to season it.
Some of the Elders have had cause to re-
joice at receiving from the hands of the
poor and needy a small pittance of this
kind; and, perhaps, when the cold weather
comes, these poor persons may be found
crawling among the sheep to keep from
freezing. We do not want to take any dona-
tions at the hands of such people, and
where men are working for ten cents per
day and paying eight dollars per cord for
wood, we do not expect them to contribute
much to the Elders. Such is the condition
of a great number of Saints in Switzerland.

In relation to the families of the Elders
at home, there is plenty in the land. If we
have listened readily to the call made upon
us today to donate to the support of the
missionary interest, there will be no diffi-
culty whatever. The suggestion of placing
in the hands of the families of our mission-
aries cotton, flax and wool, and the means
for them to work it up, is very important;
I recommend it especially to our wool and
flax growers in this country. Remember
this in your donations: let the wives and
daughters of our Elders, some of whom
have been absent six out of eight years in
foreign lands, have an opportunity of mak-
ing some homespun clothing and of fixing
up something that is comfortable to wear.
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