PRACTICAL DUTIES, ETC.

things we shall fall short of accomplishing
that great Work that is laid upon us to per-
form. Then, [ say, let us build temples, let
us gather up our teams and send for the
poor and thereby accomplish the Work
that God has set on foot in this our day.
Notwithstanding we are weak creatures,
yet we can do something in the rolling
forth of the kingdom of God. I wish a
great many times that I could do a great
deal better than I do, but, at any rate, I
can say that I am trying with all my soul to
combat the powers of darkness, and I in-
tend to outgeneral the common adversary
of our souls. Supposing we are united as
the heart of one man, then what have we
to do with the world? A great many think
that we want to fight the world, but I tell
you it is all nonsense, excepting so far as
that spiritual warfare is concerned, in
which we are all engaged more or less. Our
enemies imagine that we want to wage war
with them, but they are greatly mistaken,
for we are only at war with their corrup-
tion, meanness, and degraded conduct.
We are upward, and we have taken steps
forward in the kingdom of God, advancing
from one degree of light to another, and
the world are mad about it, but we cannot
help that, our business is to serve God and
keep his commandments, and therefore
we should endeavor to walk uprightly, re-
membering that the promise is, “I will not
withhold any good thing from them that
walk uprightly.”

Do we expect to realize a fulness of
these blessings today. No, but we expect
to realize some of them—a little today
and a little more tomorrow, and thus go
on from step to step and from grace to
grace until we find ourselves safely land-
ed back in the presence of our Father in
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heaven. As regards preaching to this people
and gathering up the poor from other
lands, I can truly say that I have never seen
a time in my experience when there was
such a willing spirit in Israel as there is at
the present time. I can truly say that we
have raised the fifty-three teams this year
just as easy as we did the thirty last year,
and there is quite a difference between
thirty and fifty-three. And I feel that this
people will be more blessed in their fields,
in their teams, in all their stock and in their
labor of every kind than they were last year.
Did we miss our teams last year? We might
miss them from our sight, but the Lord so
abundantly blessed us that we scarcely ever
heard them mentioned: everything moved
on harmoniously during the entire season.
The Lord blessed the seed that we put into
the ground; he watered the earth from the
heavens, and the Saints of God felt amply
rewarded for their labors to help to build
up the kingdom of God.

Though many may have felt a little
fainthearted because of the war-cloud that
has hung over us, but which has now burst
without doing anybody any harm, yet I
feel to say that if we go to war it will be in
self-defense, but at present there is no dan-
ger of any serious trouble. We delight not
in the shedding of blood, and my testimo-
ny before High Heaven, before this people
and before the nations of the earth is, that
we are for peace, and we intend to have it,
if we have to fight for it. You know it may
be possible that a man may have to fight
for his religion. This may seem strange,
but if a man has got wives, children,
flocks, herds, and Priesthood and gifts
from God, and would not fight for them, I

would not give much for him. I say we will
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