
I am thankful for the privilege of meet-
ing with you here this morning, and I pray
that we may all be able to properly appre-
ciate the blessings we enjoy in the many
opportunities we have of worshiping the
Lord our God in peace and quietude.

Two weeks ago this day, we met with
the people in the city of St. George, situ-
ated in what is called “Mormon Dixie.”
Our congregations there were nearly as
large as the congregations that commonly
meet in this Tabernacle. We met a great
many familiar faces, and for a moment we
could have almost imagined ourselves in
Great Salt Lake City.

Our southern journey has been one of
great satisfaction to me, more so, I think,
than any journey I have formerly taken to
visit the Saints in this Territory.

Until this year brother Kimball has not
been further south with me than Harmony.
He could not refrain from speaking in fer-
vent terms of the good spirit that was man-
ifested through the thousands of cheerful
countenances that were uplifted in the
settlements to greet us as we passed along.
This, and numerous other indications 
and manifestations in their cordial greet-
ings, bespeak a great improvement in the
moral and physical condition of the
people. We cannot be deceived in coming
to this conclusion, for whoever enjoys the

light of truth and has so lived as to increase
the Spirit of truth within himself can tes-
tify to the workings of that Spirit upon the
hearts, the understanding and works of the
Saints generally. I speak for myself; I am
sensible of the increase of the knowledge
and Spirit of God within myself. This
being the case with myself, I can easily real-
ize the increase of the same Spirit in my
brethren. This is a matter of great joy and
rejoicing to me and my brethren. I do not
think that brother Kimball attended one
meeting where he did not express his
thankfulness because of the improvement
visible among the Latter-day Saints.

It would take some time to give you a
detailed account of our journey. The De-
seret News correspondent has, through that
paper, given you a pretty fair account of
our travels, and what of interest has not al-
ready been laid before the public will ap-
pear in due time. I do not deem it neces-
sary to make lengthy statements touching
our journey south. Suffice it to say that in
the short space of thirty days we traveled
some eight hundred and fifty miles and
held thirty-nine meetings. I spoke in all the
meetings except one, speaking comforting
and encouraging words to the people. I 
believe that brother Kimball spoke in
nearly all the meetings we held during our
journey.

It would be a source of great joy
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