
every creature God has made. We may say 
that our work drives us and that we have 
not time to pray, hardly time to eat our 
breakfasts. Then let the breakfasts go, and 
pray; get down upon our knees and pray 
until we are filled with the Spirit of peace. I 
may say, my wife is hurrying me and I feel 
out of sorts; perhaps I have not had very 
pleasant dreams, have thought somebody 
was abusing me or got angry with some-
body in my sleep, and I rise in the morn-
ing tired and feeling unpleasant with my-
self and everybody around me: while the 
Elder who has dreamed of preaching the 
Gospel to the nations, of building up Zion 
and laboring for the Gospel all night in his 
mind and feelings, being filled with the 
Holy Ghost, rejoices in his sleep; his slum-
bers are sweet to him and he rises in the 
morning filled with the good Spirit, and 
with him it is, “God bless you wife, God 
bless you my children.” He feels to bless 
his house and his gardens, his orchards, his 
flocks and his herds, and everything looks 
pleasant to him and he rejoices exceedingly 
in the works of God’s hands. He cherishes 
no malice, no anger; the spirit of the en-
emy has no place in him. How happy is 
such a person when compared with the 
man who is constantly laboring to amass 
gold and property, making this his only 
end and aim. How the Devil will play with 
a man who so worships gain.

Let me say to the brethren and sisters, 
when you are chastened by any of your 
leaders, never consider that the enemy does 
it, but receive it always as a kindness from 
the hand of a friend and not as from an en-
emy. If your Presidents were your enemies 
they would let you alone in your faults. If 
you are beloved of the Lord you will be 
chastened; receive it with joy.

We are in one of the strongholds

of Zion; let us, therefore, so live that our 
days and nights will be pleasant unto us, 
and never spend an hour without the light 
of truth beaming upon our understand-
ings. I ask my friends who are with me 
daily, I ask my family, “When do you see 
me out of sorts?” You say, “We do not ex-
pect to see you angry, brother Brigham; 
we do not expect to see you anything but 
just right.” If you expect to see me just 
right, why do you not try with a little 
more determination to become just right 
yourselves? How is it, my brethren and 
sisters? If I am expected of our Heavenly 
Father to live just right, is not the same 
expected of you? If I am are you not also 
in duty bound to so live as to enjoy the 
Spirit of truth, light and intelligence? Are 
you not under the same obligation to pu-
rify your hearts as I am? If any of the First 
Presidency or the Twelve should speak 
an angry word, you consider it to be very 
much out of character, but are you any 
more privileged to speak angry words or to 
indulge in scolding at and quarreling with 
one another? The First Presidency have no 
such privilege, and if they have no such 
privilege why should you have? Let each of 
us begin at home and train ourselves until 
we become masters of ourselves, gaining 
the victory over every passion, if we have to 
pray one-half of each day until the Spirit of 
truth reigns within our hearts.

Some think that they should not, if they 
feel evil in their hearts, at the same time 
appear to feel good—that they should not 
dissemble in the least. The Devil can quote 
Scripture in abundance against hypocrisy. 
If I did not show anger towards a brother 
when I felt it, I should be considered a hyp-
ocrite. The Devil says, do not dissemble, 
do not carry two faces, do not show a pleas-
ant countenance when you at the same
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