
dred miles and then started on the journey
over the plains to bring in the poor. Sup-
pose we should call for five thousand teams
to go and build up the Center Stake of
Zion and establish it that it shall never be
thrown down, would they be forthcoming?
They would, and when that time comes we
shall leave a great many more in the moun-
tains than are now here, and we shall see
Zion rolling forth on the right and on the
left, like the waves of the sea, which no
earthly power can stem.

I will here mention the incident of two
of our Elders, while on their way to the
Sandwich Islands, being blown up and
killed on a steamboat. It is all right. If you
wish to know how I feel about them, I will
say that the Lord took them while they
were in the humor of trying to do good. I
would not have given a red cent for all the
good they would have done in the vine-
yard. It made me think of an anecdote I
have already alluded to, concerning the Jew
whom the Roman Catholic priest pushed
under the ice while he professed belief in
the Christian religion. God dictates all
these matters, and will work out his designs
in his own way. He will deal with the Lat-
ter-day Saints for their good and with our
enemies for our good; and when a nation
kills his Prophets he will deal with them ac-
cordingly: he will chasten them, as he is
doing at this time.

I am for the kingdom of God. I like a
good government, and then I like to have
it wisely and justly administered. The gov-
ernment of heaven, if wickedly adminis-
tered, would become one of the worst gov-
ernments upon the face of the earth. No
matter how good a government is, unless
it is administered by righteous men, an
evil government will be made of it. The
Lord has his eye upon all the kingdoms
and nations of men, with their kings,

governors and rulers, and he will sink the
wicked to misery and woe, and we cannot
help it.

Let us be just, merciful, faithful and
true, and let us live our religion, and we
shall be taught all things pertaining to the
building up of Zion. Let us train our
minds until we delight in that which is
good, lovely and holy, seeking continually
after that intelligence which will enable us
effectually to build up Zion, which consists
in building houses, tabernacles, temples,
streets, and every convenience necessary to
embellish and beautify, seeking to do the
will of the Lord all the days of our lives,
improving our minds in all scientific and
mechanical knowledge, seeking diligently
to understand the great design and plan of
all created things, that we may know what
to do with our lives and how to improve
upon the facilities placed within our reach.

This is as good an earth as need be, if we
will make it so. The Lord has redeemed it,
and it is his wish that his Saints should
beautify and sanctify it and bring it back to
the presence of the Father and Son yet
more pure, more holy and more excellent
than it was in its original state, with our-
selves upon it.

It pleased me very much, when I re-
turned home, to see a good many little
boys learning to cut rock, thus doing good
to their parents, themselves and the king-
dom of God. Send on some more boys and
put them in the joiner shops, or learn them
to make shoes, harness and everything that
will be useful and profitable. Every Elder
should have at least one trade, and if pos-
sible more than one, and still continue to
learn and improve in a knowledge of the
world and all things pertaining to it, learn-
ing how to better the condition of every-
thing that exists—in particular of ourselves
and those around us. Let the husband make
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