
son, parents and their children, and in all
life’s associations; yes, let the light of eter-
nal truth be kindled in every heart, let the
fire that will consume the dross of our er-
rors be lighted up in every soul, in every
household, until every household becomes
a sanctuary of the Most High, and until
every family becomes a worshiping assem-
bly such as will be acceptable to God—a
people whom he will delight to own, to
honor and to bless, and then, whether a
man have one wife or two, or a dozen, his
home will be a happy one, it will be a little
heaven below. It will be a happy one, be-
cause it will be a peaceful one and because
that home will simply be one sacrifice upon
the altar devoted to God, to truth, to
principles of purity and to heaven. “But,”
says one man, “can a brother obtain celes-
tial glory if he has only one wife?” Yes, he
can have great glory with one wife. “And,”
says this brother, “would you not advise
some men not to have but one wife?” Yes,
I certainly would. “And who would you ad-
vise?” I would give this advice, because I
know that there are a great many more
men getting more than one wife than are
capable of treating them decently; I am
sensible of this. But then I have no advice
to give about getting wives at all, but I 
have some advice that I always have to 
give to those that have wives, and that 
is to treat them kindly. “Well, but,” 
says one, “I would like to have my wives
obey me.” Well, then, I will tell you how
you should act. You be obedient to 
those who are placed to counsel and guide
you in the principles of life; and if you fol-
low their counsel, your wives will not be
likely to rebel against you. This is what I
have to say upon this subject, and the rea-
son I say it is because I want to have that
portion of intellectual humanity that is
subservient to me understand their posi-

tion and relationship to each other and to
God. If I make myself before them a con-
tinual, perpetual and unceasing example of
obedience, and then ask them to obey me,
I shall have no fear about their compliance.
I seldom, if ever, ask them to obey me. If
they do not know that and do not feel that
I have honored them, they have not as
much sense as I have given them credit for.

I would like my family to love God and
keep his commandments, to abide by the
principles of purity, to love to impart them
to their children by practice, by teaching
and by example and by every means by
which children can be influenced by their
parents. Then, if this were carried out in
every family, there would be something in
the tendency of our lives that would have a
regenerating influence upon the rising gen-
eration, physically and mentally. Then let
us try to be Saints as husbands and fathers,
Saints as children and friends, and in all
life’s relationships let us act truthfully and
consistently. And if we who minister in the
ordinances of the house of God were to do
this, and were all to open our mouths in
favor of the truth, where the truth is drop-
ping and distilling upon the people like the
dews of heaven, this would make every-
thing green, fresh and lively throughout the
land of Zion, and then Zion will increase
and grow and its never-ceasing embellish-
ments will be seen in the conduct of the
people, for Zion will be sanctified by the
conduct of the Saints.

Now, my brethren and sisters, in con-
clusion, let me say, may God bless you and
me in doing all the good we can, in prac-
ticing righteousness, in doing that which
we know to be right and in living that
which we do not know but are taught by
faith to observe, and thus fill up our lives
in usefulness, then when we get to know
the truth more perfectly we shall re-
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