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be controlled as easily as they can? There
is not. There is a good reason for all this.
There is a certain portion of divinity with-
in mankind. This prompts man to seek in
every possible way after that which will
sustain him.

It is true mankind have wandered and
have fallen from that which they might
have attained through the redemption
made by Jesus Christ; but there is one point
in connection with this statement on which
I differ from the orthodox divines of the
day. They say that man is naturally prone
to evil. In some respects this is true, where
by the force of example and wrong tradi-
tion has become ingrained, but if man had
always been permitted to follow the in-
stincts of his nature, had he always followed
the great and holy principles of his organ-
ism, they would have led him into the path
of life everlasting, which the whole human
family are constantly trying to find.

Every person is, to a greater or less de-
gree, seeking to sustain himself, to obtain
influence, power, wealth, wisdom and
knowledge, all to further his individual
aims. It is somewhat remarkable that wealth
is considered the root and foundation of all
earthly influence and power, when the truth
is that gold is not power. A man may possess
all the gold, silver, and precious stones in
the world, which are called wealth, and yet
starve to death. Wealth does not give true
greatness. It will purchase medical aid in
case of sickness; it will purchase food, cloth-
ing and shelter; but true wealth consists in
the skill to produce those conveniences and
comforts from the elements. All the power
and dignity that wealth can bestow is a mere
shadow, the substance is found in the bone
and sinew of the toiling millions. Well di-
rected labor is the true power that supplies
our wants. It gives regal grandeur to poten-
tates, education and supplies to religious and
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political ministers, and supplies the wants
of the thousands of millions of earth’s
sons and daughters. There are conditions
and panics in society that all the power of
earthly wealth cannot avert.

How happy, how secure that nation or
people would be who knew how to sustain
themselves forever and forever. Had the
rulers of our nation known how to sustain
the Union to an everlasting continuance,
this knowledge would have been beyond
all price. Had they possessed wisdom to
have maintained the nation in its true
character, in all its liberal institutions built
upon the Constitution and Declaration
of Rights, the Government would have
continued inviolate in truth and purity
and power, and would have continued
to increase in power, importance and ex-
tent. True knowledge would have enabled
them easily to accomplish all this. True
knowledge is true power, and power adds
to power—influence to influence. If this
had continued in our nation, it would not
merely have annexed Texas to our flag, but
would have added the whole continent of
North and South America. What would
the nation have given for the knowledge to
accomplish all this? What would the pres-
ent rulers give for knowledge and power
to so control the minds of that portion of
the people who are still in the Union as to
continue themselves in office—the leading
spirits of the nation—to dictate the condi-
tion, future life and prosperity of this great
and magnanimous people?

When the pioneers came into these
valleys we knew nearly all the families
which composed the settlements in
Upper and Lower California. Is there a
man that has ever been elected to repre-
sent that people in Congress that has not
bought his election with money? Men are
willing to spend all they have to attain
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