
I am limited in knowledge and in the 
ability to convey the knowledge that is 
within me and often resort to gestures to 
convey what my language fails to impart; 
neither am I mighty in writing—I can 
convey more by language than I can by 
writing.

Do you wish to possess enlarged influ-
ence in a political point of view? Gather 
around you the poor and honest of man-
kind and bestow your charity on them, not 
by giving them in the way that charity is 
almost universally understood, but sup-
ply them labor that will pay an interest 
on the outlay of means and, at the same 
time, afford food, raiment, and shelter to 
the laborer; in this way the man of means 
becomes a benefactor to his race. Let him 
instruct those who know not how to culti-
vate the soil, who know not how to plant 
gardens and orchards and vineyards, in all 
these useful and profitable employments. 
Let him teach them the use of animals and 
how to profit by their labors and products. 
After he has taught them how to raise the 
wool and the flax, let him teach them how 
to make clothing of various kinds. Now 
they have their bread, meat, clothing, vege-
tables, fruit and dwellings which they have 
produced by their labor under the direc-
tion of the rich, good man whose capital 
and wisdom have elevated those poor per-
sons from a state of destitution and want 
to a state of comfort and comparative in-
dependence. Now, I ask, has he not gained 
great influence over that people? And as 
they increase will not his influence become 
more extensive? Then let him teach them 
the truth, and not divide them up into 
Whigs, Tories, Democrats, etc.

Who i s  the most  sui table  judge  
be tween man and man?  The  man  
who is the most capable of judging  
between r ight  and wrong;  let  him

sit upon the judgment seat, and do not ask 
him whether he is a Democrat, a Whig, a 
Tory, or a Republican. Is he a just man, 
and will he render in impartial judgment? 
If so, I care not to what political party he 
belongs; I am content that he should adju-
dicate between me and my neighbor.

We teach the whole human family the 
way of life and salvation. The Latter-day 
Saints have the advantage of the same pow-
er that revealed to Peter of old that Jesus 
was the Christ; “Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed this unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.”

The Latter-day Saints and every other 
person who is entitled to salvation, and all 
except those who have sinned against the 
Holy Ghost, may know that Jesus is the 
Christ in the same way that Peter knew 
it. Miracles do not give this knowledge to 
mankind, though they may serve as col-
lateral evidence to strengthen the believer. 
The miracles of Jesus were known to the 
Jews, yet they suffered him to be put to 
death as a deceiver of mankind and one 
possessed of a devil.

If miracles prove a person to be di-
vinely sent, then we are safe in declar-
ing the Witch of Endor, who raised up 
Samuel, and the magicians of Egypt to 
be divinely sent. I will have it printed 
and sent to the world that no miracle 
is any proof of a man’s being sent of 
God to perform a mission in his name. 
Though Jesus Christ wrought miracles 
before the eyes of the Jews, they clam-
ored for his blood and said, “Crucify 
him, crucify him, and let his blood be 
upon us and our children.” This has cer-
tainly come upon them. Jesus Christ told 
what would befall the nation of the Jews, 
and it has been literally fulfilled. Were I 
to bring a proof in favor of our religion I 
would quote the sayings, relating to this
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