
the world; we send forth the heralds of life
to proclaim them, and they are taking deep
root in the earth. The power to bind and to
loose is here, even the power of Heaven,
and it cannot be eradicated again and over-
come. That day is past. We live in a day
fruitful of big events. The Lord Almighty is
walking about and we have heard his foot-
steps. He is at work in the midst of the na-
tions; this is very manifest to us who dwell
here four thousand feet above the level of
the sea; from this elevation we can see
clearly and have a better understanding of
the movements of God among the nations
beneath us. The Lord has anointed our
eyes and we see through a purer atmos-
phere.

I believe we appreciate as well as we can
these great mercies and blessings. There is
one of them which we certainly can appre-
ciate very sensibly, and that is the blessing
of peace and quiet in these sequestered
vales. The Lord has greatly blessed this land
and caused it to bring forth in its strength
nourishment for our sustenance; he has
planted our feet by the still waters and
given to us health, wealth, peace, and qui-
etude. We can appreciate these blessings
now if we never could before, when we see
the desolation and misery which have been
foretold coming upon the wicked and un-
godly nations. A river of light and intelli-
gence flows to this people from the heavens
through the holy Priesthood. The foun-
tains of life eternal are opened for all to go
to and drink. Can we think of this without
being melted in thankfulness to our Father
and our God? Should we not put forth our
best endeavors in the channel of our duty?
Should we not be honest, faithful and true
with that which is committed to our trust,
and diligent in the performance of every
duty?

Can we pursue unerringly the course
marked out for us by him who is the
choice of Israel to lead and guide Israel in
the great interests of life. He instructs us to
draw from the elements that which we
consume and become independent and
self-sustaining. We have enlisted to walk in
this channel—a great many have done so.
Can we continue to improve still more and
produce still greater results by a still greater
perseverance?

I was pleased and gratified beyond utter-
ance at the report brought back from the
south by the President, when he said there
was a decided improvement in this people;
thank God for that; but it is a great thing
to improve. Let us continue to improve,
inasmuch as we have fallen short hereto-
fore, and let us seek to remove every obsta-
cle out of our path and bring about the
temporal improvements we are told to per-
form with greater celerity.  I allude to these
things because they give us comfort, point-
ing, as they do, to greater freedom and
greater independence; at the same time, we
will not forget to improve our minds and
progress in the knowledge of God and in
the things which pertain to eternal life and
glory hereafter. We will not forget to instill
into the young minds of our children
principles of honor, of truth and of righ-
teousness towards God, and obedience to
him, to his servants and to his laws, for it
is this that will make them honorable and
great in his eyes and will exalt them in his
presence.

If any of us have been guilty of dishon-
est practices, let us eschew evil and seek to
do good instead, let us eradicate the poi-
son of sin from our own bosoms, and let
the Spirit and power of the Almighty
reign there and have free course to run
and be glorified in us, and let this in-
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