
Thousands of this people this day will not 
believe that saying. We have this to war 
against, and the warfare should be engaged 
in by every Latter-day Saint. The same re-
sponsibility, the same influence, the same 
power and the same objects to be attained 
should rest upon every person who is a 
member of the Church, as much as upon 
me and my brethren who are contend-
ing with me constantly for the permanent 
good of Israel. We have contended long 
to convince this people that they must be-
come self-sustaining.

I can, notwithstanding this, endorse 
all that brother George A. Smith said this 
morning concerning the great improve-
ment of this people and the good feeling 
they manifested to us on our southern 
trip. The people who have settled in that 
country are certainly contented. Many of 
them said to me, “We love to live in Great 
Salt Lake City, love to go to meeting there, 
but we should very much dislike now to 
be counseled to return there again to make 
our permanent abode. We like the country 
and climate here, we like our calling and 
situation, and we are happy and content-
ed.” I am ready to endorse all the goodness 
and good-feeling that were manifested, and 
I can truly say that love, union, faith, fer-
vency of spirit, and faithfulness to our reli-
gion are greatly on the increase among the 
Latter-day Saints, or I am much mistaken; 
still the warfare is not ended in regard to 
our being self-sustaining.

We have evidence now before us which 
sufficiently proves that the ruffles and the 
rags will not continue to come here for 
a great length of time, and we shall have 
to do without them or make them our-
selves. Sixteen years ago, when we were 
camped upon this temple block, I told 
the people that there existed, in the ele-

ments around us in these mountain re-
gions, wheat, corn, rye, oats, barley, flax, 
hemp, silk, and every element for produc-
ing the necessary articles used by man for 
food, raiment and shelter. We breathe 
it in the atmosphere, drink it in the wa-
ter, dig it when we dig in the earth, and 
walk over it when we walk. Here are the 
elements for every cereal, vegetable, and 
fruit, and for every textile material that 
grows in the same latitude and altitude in 
any part of the world. No country in the 
world will yield more and a greater variety 
of the products of life than will portions 
of this mountain country. We have prov-
en all this to be true. There is not a better 
wheat country than this, and we can raise 
as good rye and corn as can be produced 
in any part of the earth; we can also raise 
as good vegetables as I ever saw, and in as 
great a variety as need be asked for. We 
have raised hemp, flax, cotton, and silk, all 
of the best quality. We can make ropes and 
sacking, and cotton, silk and woolen goods 
in abundance; we have the elements and 
skill to combine them.

There is no better sheep country than 
this. Some farmers suppose that their 
failure to raise wool is owing to ill luck; 
this is a mistake. I have expended more, 
in the early settlement of this country, to 
produce wool than any one man. I have 
bought sheep by hundreds, but I never 
saw the time that I could go out and herd 
them myself, consequently had to depend 
upon others. The treatment that sheep 
receive from most of those having them 
in care is by no means conducive to their 
thrift. The lambs are too often left for the 
wolves and dogs to herd or to the care of 
an inexperienced boy or girl. Large num-
bers of sheep are often huddled into little, 
filthy pens and kept sixteen hours out of 
the twenty-four in their own filth and
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