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holy places in a land which has been
dedicated to God; and the power of righ-
teousness prevails here, and hence we have
power to remain here in peace. We remain
here in peace because righteousness and
the power of God dwell here. It is true the
enemy of God and all the righteous, the
Devil, who goes about like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour, has sought
our destruction from the beginning and
has stirred up the wicked to seek our over-
throw; yet the Lord has preserved us. We
should be thankful for this, and we should
honor God and worship him with undivid-
ed hearts, doing our duty constantly and
pursuing that course wherein we shall be
justified before the Lord.

No man can value sufficiently the life he
now holds and the place he now occupies
in this world, unless he is moved upon by
the Spirit and power of God to enlighten
his understanding. What is the chief end of
man? It, seemingly, is to get gold and fame
and the honor that man bestows, to gratify
their sensual propensities and desires. Do
the great mass of mankind seek to honor
and glorify God, secking by every lawful
means to bring their bodies into subjec-
tion to the law of Christ? Do they under-
stand that they are the offspring of God
and are made after his image and likeness,
and placed in this world to pass through a
short probation to prepare them to dwell
eternally in the presence of the Father and
the Son? Are not nine-tenths of the human
family more ready to blaspheme the name
of God than to honor it? Would they do
this if they were in possession of the Spirit
of God to magnify their calling and fulfill
the object and end of their creation? No.
Everything that God has made keeps the
law of its creation and honors it except
man. I have always marveled at this. Man-
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kind, who are made after the image of
God to answer high and noble purposes,
are the only beings in creation that will
blaspheme his name and set at naught his
authority. They have an agency, and the
Spirit of God is offered to them as freely
as the light of the sun, which shines on the
just and on the unjust, if they would re-
ceive it. All the light and intelligence man
ever did or will have, has come through
that principle and power; and in company
with this, the Lord has raised up men in
our own generation, to whom he has sent
the administration of angels and laid on
them the responsibility of bearing record
to the Gospel, with a promise to all na-
tions, both Jew and Gentile, that, if they
will receive the testimony of his servants,
they shall receive the Holy Ghost, who
shall bear record unto them of the truth.
Have the nations received the Gospel? Yes,
one of a family and two of a city, here and
there one, and they are gathered together
to stand in holy places and to build up the
Church and kingdom of God in the last
days, to prepare the way for the coming
of the Son of Man. The mass of this gen-
eration have rejected the Gospel; they have
shed the blood of the Lord’s Prophets and
consented thereto, and have driven from
their midst those who bear the words of
eternal life. One of the most liberal and
free Governments under the heavens has
driven out from them the only people un-
der the heavens that God acknowledges as
his Church, because of the word of God
and the testimony of Jesus which they
bear. We have been driven to the valleys
of these mountains for our good; the hand
of God has led us here. Great affliction
awaits the nation from which we have been
driven out and the wicked nations of the
Gentiles on this land and in foreign lands.
We live in a momentous age, and
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