
that which they design. The world has tried
this for generations. It is now almost uni-
versally acknowledged throughout Chris-
tendom that no man is properly qualified
to preach the Gospel unless he has passed
through a college or some other institution
of learning to study theology and get a
knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew—
of languages dead and living. Does this sys-
tem of learning, alone, give power to ad-
minister salvation to mankind? Does it give
evidence and bear witness to the hearts of
men by the power of the Holy Ghost and
the revelations of Jesus Christ? It does not.
The disciples of Christ, anciently, were il-
literate men, yet they bore record to the
learned that God had sent them with a
message of salvation. Jesus Christ, whose
life was a scene of affliction and sorrow,
who apparently had arose from the lower
grades of society, was eminently endowed
with the spirit and power of revelation
from his Father and bore record of his
works to Jew and Gentile under its influ-
ence and power.

The servants of God in every age have
always been governed by the same power;
and we must build up the kingdom of God
by it or not at all. We look to him for guid-
ance in what we shall do from day to day;
we have been guided in this way hitherto
and shall be so guided unto the end.

I thank God that we have embraced a
Gospel that has power in it; that we have the
true organization of the Church and king-
dom of God, with its Apostles, Prophets,
Pastors and Teachers, gifts, graces, and bless-
ings for the work of the ministry and the ed-
ifying of the body of Christ. The moment
any of the helps, governments, gifts, 
and powers are done away from the Church
militant, schism is created in the body 
and it no longer can cooperate with the

Church triumphant in heaven against the
power of the Devil and wicked men. We
cannot build up the kingdom of God in
our day and overcome the powers of evil
which prevail over the world, without in-
spired Prophets and Apostles, gifts, powers,
and blessings, any more than they could in
the days of Jesus and his Apostles. We have
this Church organization and the power
which attended it in ancient days, and we
seek constantly the welfare of the children
of men.

We have a great Work laid upon us, and
we are responsible to God for the manner
in which we make use of these blessings.
The Lord requires of us to build up Zion,
to gather the honest-in-heart, restore Israel
to their blessings, redeem the earth from the
power of the Devil, establish universal peace
and prepare a kingdom and a people for the
coming and reign of the Messiah. When we
do all we can to forward and accomplish
this Work then are we justified. This is the
work of our lives, and it makes life of some
consequence to us. When men are destitute
of the Spirit of God they do not prize life,
unless to indulge the cravings of unenlight-
ened and perverted human nature; they
cross each other’s interests, become filled
with the spirit of wrath and indignation
and thirst for and shed the blood of each
other. Would they do this if they were in-
spired by the Spirit and power of God? No.
That which is good is of God and that
which is evil emanates from the Devil.

The Lord permits judgments to come
upon the wicked, but he never sends a
great calamity upon the world without
first sending Prophets and inspired men
to warn the wicked of approaching chas-
tisement, giving them, at the same time,
space for repentance and means of escape,
as witness the time of Noah, Lot, &c.
And, “As it was in the days of Noah,
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