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Build good commodious dwelling
houses, plant good gardens, and sur-
round yourselves with every comfort,

and learn to beautify the earth, and prepare
it for the coming of the Son of Man. May
God bless you: Amen.
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ADVICE TO CALIFORNIA EMIGRANTS—THE PRINCIPLES
OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE ON THE PUBLIC SQUARE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JULY 8, 1863
Reported by G. D. Watt

In compliance with your polite invita-
tion, I am here for the purpose of speaking
to you a short time.

I can readily understand that you wish
to see the notorious Brigham Young; well,
you can now look at him, and in so do-
ing you will not see a very marvelous sight,
though my name is had for good and for
evil the world over.

Some of you may have passed through
this city before, though I presume the ma-
jority of you are strangers here, and, like
other people, you want to see all there is to
be seen and know all there is to be known.

In regard to the position of the people
called Latter-day Saints in Utah, we oc-
cupy the halfway house between the settle-
ments on the Missouri River and the
Pacific Ocean. Here the traveling public
can renew their supplies, and prepare to
meet the toils and hardships of the remain-
der of their journey.

The short time you stay in this
city, or vicinity, you will have to
judge for yourselves as to the char-
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acter of the people here. We can represent
all classes—the good, bad, and indifferent;
but if you wish to truly know the people
who are now living in these mountains,
you will have to tarry long enough among
them to gain the desired information. If
you wish to know why we are here, it is
simply because we had nowhere else to go;
we were obliged to go somewhere, and,
as a wise Providence designed, we lodged
here. If any of you wish to be more fully
informed upon this point, you can, at your
leisure, search the history of this people,
for it is before the world.

We had anticipated, when we came into
these distant valleys, that we should be en-
tirely secluded from the world—that we
should trouble no person and that no person
would trouble us. The “Mormon” Battalion
had been disbanded in California, and some
of that body first discovered gold there;
the news of that discovery quickly reached
the eastern States, and thousands were
soon upon our track. Instead of being se-
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