
in this generation. Jesus remarked at his
last supper: “With desire I have desired to
eat this passover with you before I suffer:
For I say unto you, I will not any more eat
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom
of God. And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselves: For I say unto you, I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until
the kingdom of God shall come. And he
took bread, and gave thanks, and break it,
and gave unto them, saying, This is my
body which is given for you: this do in re-
membrance of me. Likewise also the cup
after supper, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood, which is shed for
you.”—Luke 22. 15, 20.

To some it may be a curiosity that we
partake of water instead of wine. [President
B. Young: Tell them that the Lord told
Joseph that he would accept of water]. Yes,
the Lord has warned us against taking im-
pure wine, and in a revelation given to
Joseph Smith as early as September, 1830,
he revealed his will on this subject in the fol-
lowing language—“Listen to the voice of
Jesus Christ, your Lord, your God, and your
Redeemer, whose word is quick and power-
ful. For, behold, I say unto you, that it mat-
tereth not what ye shall eat or what ye shall
drink when ye partake of the sacrament, if it
so be that ye do it with an eye single to my
glory—remembering unto the Father my
body which was laid down for you, and my
blood which was shed for the remission of
your sins. Wherefore, a commandment I
give unto you, that you shall not purchase
wine neither strong drink of your enemies;
Wherefore, you shall partake of none except
it is made new among you; yea, in this my
Father’s kingdom which shall be built up on
the earth. Behold, this is wisdom in me;
wherefore, marvel not, for the hour cometh
that I will drink of the fruit of the vine with

you on the earth.”—Doc. Cov., Sec. L.,
Par. 1 & 2. This is what we are doing this
afternoon, and, brethren and sisters, let us
be faithful and remember in partaking of
this ordinance, we renew our covenants,
and we have a promise that we shall receive
a renewal of the Holy Spirit, to enable us
to be humble and to perform the duties
that are enjoined upon us as Saints.

Whatever transpires, if we are faithful in
this kingdom, will all tend to the happi-
ness, pleasure, and exaltation of this
people. We ought to be the happiest people
on the face of the earth, for we are blessed
with a knowledge of the gospel, with an
understanding of the ordinances which
pertain to eternal life, and we are blessed
with peace while our neighbors are afflicted
with a desolating war.

Brethren and sisters, I exhort you above
all things to hold fast to your integrity, seek
for righteousness and cleave unto it, and if
you see anything that is contrary to these
holy principles among this people, you
may know that it is not good. There is no
person in this Church who can increase in
the knowledge of God, in the spirit of reve-
lation, in the gift of prophecy, in visions or
in dreams, unless they cleave unto God
with full purpose of heart, but by being
faithful these gifts will be multiplied unto
the Saints.

Now when I went to England the first
time I did not say anything about the gath-
ering. About ten days after I had baptized
brother George D. Watt, he came to me,
his face shining like that of an angel, and,
said he, just as sure as the Lord lives the
Saints will gather to America. I told him to
prophesy on, for I knew it was of God. I
name this circumstance to show that the
Spirit makes manifest to individuals many
things of which they have never before
heard. Now what is there to prevent the
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