
But I will say to the Latter-day Saints,
when they come to you with well-filled
sacks of gold dust to buy your produce, do
not be afraid to ask six dollars a hundred
for your flour, or more if it is worth it. The
love of mankind is an exalted sentiment,
and patriotism for home and country is
worthy of a place in the bosoms of the
greatest and best of mankind, but I cannot
see that we do homage to these holy
principles by selling our produce to the
passing stranger for less than its actual cost
to us; and he is as well satisfied to pay a rea-
sonable and fair price for what he buys
from us, as to receive it, at half its value.
Every intelligent farmer must be aware that
flour costs him all of six dollars a hundred.
If I oppress you when I teach you to take
care of yourselves, then shall I continue to
oppress you. Have I ever taught you, by
example or precept, to oppress the hireling
in his wages? Never. Can you justly accuse
me of depriving the poor, or the stranger
that is cast among us, of the means of ob-
taining the necessary comforts of life? You
cannot. But I may be justly accused of
making men, as far as possible, earn their
living; of teaching them to supply their
own wants, and to accumulate and gather
around them wealth and independence by
a persevering industry and a constant fru-
gality and care of the temporal blessings
God bestows upon them.

Some would tell you that you are de-
prived of the free exercise of your rights by
“Mormon” interference, while, every day
you live, you live in the enjoyment of the
rights and privileges of freemen, and staunch
upholders of the priceless boon bequeathed
to us by our fathers in the Constitution of
our suffering country. They would tell you
that it is the right of every man and woman
to suffer themselves to be prostituted

and defiled by the filth and scum that floats
among the surging masses of mankind,
that are at present lashed into rage and
madness by the demon of war. This is not,
in strictness, a right which belongs to any
human being, but on the contrary, it is the
right of every person and of every commu-
nity to resist pollution and to contend for
the privilege of living a virtuous, holy, up-
right, and godly life, so as to be justified
before the heavens and before all the good
that dwell upon the earth. They consider
that they are curtailed in the free exercise of
their rights, because they cannot enter into
our houses and pollute our wives and
daughters, and because they cannot change
our domestic and social system to the low-
est standard of this depraved age. It is their
right to attend to their own business, and
we feel quite capable of attending to ours.

I mean to watch them with a sleepless
eye. Understand it, ye Elders of Israel.
Whether you do as you are told or not, I
shall tell every man to take care that he is
ready for every emergency—to sleep with
one eye open, and, if he has a mind to,
with his boots on and one leg out of bed. I
shall not be found off my watch; and if
they commence intruding, woe unto them,
for they will then know who are the old
settlers.

Treat the passing strangers with kindness
and respect; treat all kindly and respectfully
who respect you and your rights as Ameri-
can citizens. “Peace on earth and good will
towards men,” is the design and spirit of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; but when men
are harnessed up by hundreds of thou-
sands, and driven to the slaughter, it be-
speaks a departure from God and from the
popular institutions of freedom; and if An-
gels can weep, they weep over this human
ignorance, blindness, depravity, and cruelty.
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