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GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, OCTOBER 6, 1863
Reported by G. D. Watt

I have in my mind a few texts which I
wish to introduce and speak from, to, or
upon.

I have only to say in relation to what
brother John Taylor, in his remarks, has
referred to, that I wish the honest-in-heart
to continue to be honest—to say their
prayers, and especially to keep the law of
God; and I would like you to observe the
law of Tithing, if you wish to do so, and if
you do not, proclaim that you do not wish
to observe it, that we may shape our course
accordingly, for no person is compelled to
pay Tithing, but it is entirely a voluntary
act of our own. If we pay it freely it is well;
if we are not willing to pay it freely and feel
a pleasure in doing so, let us say so and be
consistent with ourselves.

We talk a great deal about our religion.
It is not now my intention to deliver a dis-
course on this subject, enumerating facts
and producing evidences in my possession
which are unanswerable, but I will merely
give a text, or make a declaration, that
our religion is simply the truth. It is all
said in this one expression—it embraces
all truth, wherever found, in all the works
of God and man that are visible or invis-
ible to mortal eye. It is the only system
of religion known in heaven or on earth
that can exalt a man to the Godhead, and
this it will do to all those who embrace its
laws and faithfully observe its precepts.
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This thought gives joy and delight to the
reflecting mind, for, as has been observed,
man possesses the germ of all the attributes
and power that are possessed by God his
heavenly Father.

I wish you to understand that sin is not
an attribute in the nature of man, but it
is an inversion of the attributes God has
placed in him. Righteousness tends to an
eternal duration of organized intelligence,
while sin bringeth to pass their dissolu-
tion. Were it our purpose, at this time, we
might produce extensive, instructive and
interesting arguments of a Scriptural and
philosophical character, in support of these
views. I will merely say that God possesses
in perfection all the attributes of his physi-
cal and mental nature, while as yet we only
possess them in our weakness and imper-
fection, tainted by sin and all the conse-
quences of the fall. God has perfect control
over sin and over death; we are subject to
both, which have passed upon all things
that pertain to this earth. God has control
over all these things; he is exalted and lives
in obedience to the laws of truth. He con-
trols the acts of all men, setting up a nation
here and overthrowing a nation there, at
his pleasure, to subserve his great purposes.

We see man suddenly raised to power
and influence, clothed in all the para-
phernalia of royalty, endowed with
prestige and equipage, and as quickly
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