
feeds and clothes and defrays the expenses
of hundreds of men who are engaged pa-
trolling the mountains and canyons all
around us in search of gold? Who finds
supplies for those who are sent here to pro-
tect the two great interests—the mail and
telegraph lines across the continent—while
they are employed ranging over these
mountains in search of gold? And who has
paid for the multitude of picks, shovels,
spades and other mining tools that they
have brought with them? Were they really
sent here to protect the mail and telegraph
lines, or to discover, if possible, rich dig-
gings in our immediate vicinity, with a
view to flood the country with just such a
population as they desire, to destroy, if pos-
sible, the identity of the “Mormon” com-
munity, and every truth and virtue that re-
mains? Who is it that calls us apostates
from our Government, deserters, traitors,
rebels, secessionists? And who have ex-
pressed themselves as being unwilling that
the “Mormons” should have in their pos-
session a little powder and lead? I am
merely presenting a few plain questions to
the Latter-day Saints, which they or any-
body else may answer, or not, just as they
please. Who have said that “Mormons”
should not be permitted to hold in their
possession firearms and ammunition? Did
a Government officer say this, one who was
sent here to watch over and protect the in-
terest of the community, without meddling
or interfering with the domestic affairs of
the people? I can tell you what they have in
their hearts, and I know what passes in
their secret councils. Blood and murder are
in their hearts, and they wish to extend the
work of destruction over the whole face of
the land, until there cannot be found a
single spot where the Angel of peace can re-
pose.

The waste of life in the ruinous

war now raging is truly lamentable. Joseph
the Prophet said that the report of it would
sicken the heart; and what is all this for? It
is a visitation from heaven, because they
have killed the Prophet of God, Joseph
Smith, Jun. Has not the nation consented
to his death, and to the utter destruction of
the Latter-day Saints, if it could be accom-
plished? But they found that they could
not accomplish that.

Before we left Nauvoo, members of
Congress made a treaty with the Latter-day
Saints, and we agreed to leave the United
States entirely. We did so, and came to
these mountains, which were then Mexican
territory. When we were ready to start on
our pilgrimage west, a certain gentleman,
who signed himself “Backwoodsman,”
wished to know on what conditions we
would overcome and settle California. He
gave us to understand that he had his au-
thority from headquarters, to treat with us
on this matter. I thought that President
Polk was our friend at that time; we have
thought so since, and we think so now. We
agreed to survey and settle California—we
drawing the odd numbers, and the Gov-
ernment the even numbers; but I think the
President was precipitated into the Mexi-
can War, and our prospective calculations
fell through, otherwise we should have
gone into California and settled it. Many
of you were not aware of this.

Joseph said that if they succeeded in
taking his life, which they did, war and
confusion would come upon the nation,
and they would destroy each other, and
there would be mob upon mob from one
end of the country to the other. Have
they got through? No, they have only 
just commenced the work of wasting life
and property. They will burn up every
steamboat, every village, every town,
every house of their enemies that
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