
us by revelation. We have also told them
that their kingdoms would be overthrown,
and their nations would be destroyed, and
that God would speedily arise and shake
terribly the earth. This has been proclaimed
to the people throughout the length and
breadth of the United States, Great Britain
and her dependencies, to France, Germany,
Scandinavia and the Islands of the Sea; the
world has had to listen to it, and the na-
tions have looked upon it as an idle song.
Now when these things which we have pre-
dicted are beginning to come to pass among
the nations their knees wax feeble; they are
troubled and dismayed because of the com-
plexities and difficulties which are every-
where closing in around them.

Who would have thought a little while
ago, that these United States—one of the
best Governments under the heavens if
properly administered—could have been
reduced to their present critical position;
who would have thought a little while ago
that all the ingenuity, skill, talent, power
and wealth that exist in the North and
South would be brought to bear against
each other for their mutual destruction? Yet
it is so. We hear statement after statement,
testimony after testimony, of their san-
guinary contests; of rapine, murders, burn-
ings, desolation, bloodshed, starvation,
weeping, mourning, and lamentation, until
the recital has become sickening to hear, as
the Prophet said, “It should become a vex-
ation to hear the report.” All this is confir-
matory to us of that spirit of revelation
which the Lord has planted in our bosoms;
and we now begin to understand why we
feel as we do. We are selected out from
among the nations that the Lord may 
place his name among us. He has called
upon us and we have listened to his voice
and obeyed the testimony of his servants.
Jesus says: “But he that entereth in by

the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To
him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear
his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by
name, and leadeth them out. And when he
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth be-
fore them, and the sheep follow him: for
they know his voice. And a stranger will
they not follow, but will flee from him: for
they know not the voice of strangers.”

Like some of old a few of us had been
waiting to see the salvation of Israel, and
our eyes have seen the salvation of the
Lord. It is true we are but a handful com-
pared with the great mass of mankind, for
we have been gathered out from among the
nations, “One of a city, and two of a fam-
ily.” A few of those who have obeyed the
voice of the servants of God have remained
faithful and many have not. “When the net
is thrown into the sea, it gathers in of every
kind,” good and bad; and hence we find a
continual hewing and scoring, and admo-
nition from the servants of God, who are
striving with all their might to lead the
people in the paths of righteousness, that
they may learn to fear the Lord always.
When we are under the operation and in-
fluence of the Spirit of God we feel good
and happy and joyous, and desirous to do
right; but when that Spirit is withdrawn
from us and we are left to ourselves, then
we are apt to waver, and quiver, and fear
lest all is not right, that is a few do this, 
but the great majority of this people 
have the word of life abiding in them, 
and it is daily growing in them, and
spreading and increasing like a well of
water springing up to everlasting life, and
their souls are like a well-tuned harp, when
they are touched by the spirit of inspiration
there is a kindred chord in their bosoms,
they vibrate to the touch, and they are
filled with sacred melody. And then there
are some among us who do not care a
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