
great deal about the things of God; like 
some of the ancient Israelites they have 
learned the language of strangers, and have 
become blinded by the God of this world, 
and go to the mines to worship a golden 
calf, and sell themselves to the devil. We 
are told that the children of this world are 
wiser in their generation than the children 
of light. I think that is true, the children 
of light act very foolishly in some things. 
Although we can seemingly grasp eter-
nity, and revel in divine things, yet it ap-
pears that we cannot understand how to 
take care of some of the first and plain-
est interests of life, rendering it necessary 
for the President to place guardians over 
us in the persons of Bishops to take care 
that we do not throw our bread away and 
have to starve a great part of the year, to 
watch us lest we wantonly trample under 
foot the common necessaries of life when 
we have them around us, and destroy them 
the same as the beasts of the field would. 
The Latter-day Saints ought to be able to 
take care of themselves; men that are talk-
ing of possessing thrones, principalities, 
and powers, of becoming kings and priests 
unto God ought to know how to take care 
of enough wheat to supply the wants of 
themselves and their families.

While we are trying to sustain our-
selves let us do right to everybody else, and 
as you have been told, treat the stranger 
with kindness and liberality, and let us 
not make fools of ourselves, and rob our-
selves and families, but let us take a proper, 
wise, and judicious course, for this king-
dom will be built up temporally as well 
as spiritually. We talk of becoming like 
God. What does he do? He governs this 
and other worlds, regulates all the systems 
and gives them their nations and revolu-
tions; He preserves them in their vari-
ous orbits, and governs them by unerring,

unchangeable laws, as they traverse the im-
mensity of space. In our world he gives day 
and night, summer and winter, seedtime 
and harvest. He adapts man, the beasts of 
the field, the fowls of the air and the fishes 
of the sea, to their various climates and ele-
ments. He takes care of and provides for, 
not only the hundreds of millions of the 
human family, but the myriads of beasts, 
fowls and fishes. He feeds and provides for 
them day by day, giving them their break-
fast, dinner and supper. He takes care of 
the reptiles and other creeping things, and 
feeds the myriads of animalculae, which 
crowd earth, air, and water. His hand is 
over all and His providence sustains all. 
“The hairs of our head are numbered, 
and a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without our heavenly Father’s notice; He 
clothes the lilies of the valleys and feeds the 
ravens when they cry.”

“His wisdom’s vast and knows no bound, 
A deep where all our thoughts are drowned.”

We would be like him! Be kings and priests 
unto God and rule with him, and yet we 
are obliged to have guardians placed over 
us to teach us how to take care of a bushel 
of wheat. We are far behind, but we have 
time for improvement; and I think we shall 
have to make some important changes for 
the better in our proceedings, before we 
become like our Father who dwells in the 
heavens.

There has been something said about 
men turning away from the Church of 
Christ. If a man has not the witness in 
himself, he is not governed by the princi-
ples of eternal truth, and the sooner such 
people leave this Church the better.

There is one thing I pray for as much as 
anything else, perhaps I do not do it under-
standingly, that is, that those who will not 
be subject to the law of God and observe 
his commandments, but will rebel against
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