OUR RELATIONSHIP AND DUTY TO GOD, ETC.

wicked, tyrannical despotism may be
wiped away from the land; that the Lord
would raise up men to rule who have
hearts in them, who care for the comfort
and happiness of mankind, and let there
be a reign of righteousness. I pray for the
Latter-day Saints, for the prosperity of
the Holy Priesthood in the land, and I
pray that the minds of the people may be
opened to see and understand things as
they are; that we may be able to discern
truth and righteousness from the vain and
delusive troubles of this world.

Now, if flour should rise to twenty dol-
lars a hundred, which it is very likely to do
before next harvest, do not run crazy with
speculation, but first quietly see that you
have enough to feed your wives and chil-
dren until you can raise more. Do not sell
it for money, but take care of it for those
who depend upon you for bread. Should
any of us retire to rest with an empty stom-
ach, with no prospect of bread on the mor-
row, and a cord of United States’ notes
piled up in our room our sleep would not
be very sweet to us; we would be willing to
give every one of those notes for one barrel
of flour, for a few potatoes, a little meat,
or a cow to give us a little milk morning
and evening and that we might have a little
butter on the table; then under such cir-
cumstances of plenty, we can retire to bed
in peace, and our sleep will be sweet to us,
and we can hail the morning light with a
joyful heart and buoyant spirits, ready to
prosecute the duties of the new day with a
willing and ready heart.

If we will follow the advice we have
heard this afternoon, we have heard
enough to last us sometime.

I will conclude my remarks by
inquiring of the people whether they
want to build a Temple, to feed the
poor, to send for the poor Saints that
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are among the nations, and to send the
Gospel into all the world. If we to we shall
do right, we shall love and serve the Lord
with all our hearts; and let us not forget
that all we hold of this world’s goods is the
Lord’s, and should be used to promote the
cause of righteousness and those principles
which will exalt the people to thrones,
kingdoms, principalities, and powers in
the world to come, with power to control
and govern the elements and every wicked
influence.

Which do we choose, the vain and tran-
sitory things of this life, or eternal life? Let
us maintain confidence in one another,
and seek with all our might to increase it.
Confidence is one of the most precious
jewels man or woman can possess. Should
a person have unbounded confidence in
me, gold and silver and precious jewels are
not to be compared with it; and have I a
right to do anything in thought, word, or
deed to destroy that confidence, or shake
it in the least? The heavens, the Gods, and
all the heavenly hosts require me to live so
as to preserve the confidence my brethren
have reposed in me. Let us endeavor to re-
store the confidence that has been lost.

I am willing that we should be forgiv-
ing. I do not know that I have one single
feeling against any man or woman upon
earth; I do not love wickedness, and I mean
to hate it in myself and in everybody else,
and wherever I see it, from this time hence-
forth and forever. When we see the time
that we can willingly strike hands and have
full fellowship with those who despise the
Kingdom of God, know ye then that the
Priesthood of the Son of God is out of your
possession. Let us be careful how we make
friends with and fellowship unrighteous-
ness, lest the curse of God descends heavily
upon us. I do not say that I see anything of
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