
and have turned away from the pure
principles of righteousness, and conse-
quently they have incurred the wrath of
God and He is beginning to pour out the
vials of His wrath upon them, and they feel
it keenly, but they do not know that it
comes from Him; when they lose a battle
they blame the General commanding and
remove him to put in another General, and
so one after another is removed because
they cannot conquer their enemies, and be-
cause their armies are driven before them.
They do not know that God is behind the
scene governing, and regulating, control-
ling and managing the affairs of the nation
according to the counsel of His will; they
do not know that they themselves and the
nation with which they are associated is
steeped in iniquity, that they have departed
from the living God; have forsaken Him
the fountain of living waters; and have
hewn out cisterns that hold no water. They
do not know that the judgments of God
are passing through the land, and that
nothing but the hand of God can stay
them. “And it shall be, as with the people
so with the priest; as with the servant, so
with his master; as with the maid, so with
her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the
seller; as with the lender, so with the bor-
rower; as with the taker of usury, so with
the giver of usury to him. The land shall be
utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the
Lord hath spoken this word.” This applies
to all nations. Why? Because they are man-
aging and controlling and conducting all
things without God.

These things ought to be a warning to
us. We comfort our souls some times on the
fulfillment of the prophesies of God. We
say “Mormonism” must be true because
Joseph Smith prophesied thus and so con-
cerning a division of this nation, and that

the calamities which are now causing it to
mourn should commence in South Car-
olina. That is true, he did prophesy that,
and did foretell the events that have since
transpired, and did tell where the com-
mencement of those difficulties should
originate. Well, if this is true, are not other
things true? If it is true that the Lord has
revealed a certain amount of truth in rela-
tion to these matters, is it not as true that
He has revealed other truths in which we
are as individuals interested; and if it is true
that God has commenced to deal with
other nations as He is doing with this until
war and desolation shall spread through the
earth, it is just as true that we ought to be
very careful what we are doing to secure
the favor of God and to fulfill our destiny
upon the earth in a manner which will
meet his designs. The Lord has com-
menced to accomplish His purposes, and
to build up His kingdom, and He will do
it, for His designs cannot be thwarted; will
perform His great decrees whether all of us,
or part of us, or none of us engage in the
work—or are faithful in it or not; that to
Him is a matter of very little consequence;
He has a certain work to accomplish, and
that work will be accomplished.

A great amount of the work the Lord is
going to accomplish is what is generally
called temporal because it belongs to the
earth; that is, the government, laws, and gen-
eral direction of affairs among the nations
that are not now fallen under the control of
the Almighty, will have to be so changed and
altered as to come under His entire control,
government and dictation in every respect.
He has shown to his Prophets and people
long ago, to a certain extent, what kind 
of a rule and government He would have 
in the last days. He showed them that a 
time would come when every knee should
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