
cut off from the Church there for not pay-
ing their Tithing; that was not by our di-
rections.

In regard to Tithing, I am now speaking
to the Latter-day Saints in this land, who
have health to labor, who can surround
themselves with an abundance of the com-
forts and blessings of life, who can build
houses and open up farms at their pleasure.
Shall we pay Tithing or shall we not? We
have said pay your Tithing. And we have
said to the Bishops that if any man refuses
to pay his Tithing, try him for his fellow-
ship; and if he still refuses, cut him off
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and so we say now. We have not
required this of the people, but the Lord
has required it, and that is enough for us
and for all the Latter-day Saints upon the
earth. If we live our religion we will be will-
ing to pay Tithing.

We feel sometimes as though the people
did not live as near to the Lord as they
should, and we have a right to feel so. And
then again we say that this is a good
people, that they are a very excellent
people, that they are the best people that
we have any knowledge of, but they are so
far from being what they have got to be
that we see there is a great improvement to
be made by us. We talk about heaven,
about the Lord, about angels, about celes-
tial glory, and about enjoying the celestial
kingdom of our God, while at the same
time we do not believe for one moment
that we could live in heaven one day or one
hour, and live in disobedience to the laws
and commandments of heaven.

We have believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, we have had faith enough to go and
be baptized for the remission of sins, and
to receive the laying on of hands for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost, and to gather
ourselves together, and still we try to

shirk an ordinance of the House of God,
and to make ourselves believe that it is not
necessary to strictly obey all the injunctions
laid upon us as followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is written—“Wherefore, I give
unto them a commandment, saying thus:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, with all thy might, mind, and
strength; and in the name of Jesus Christ
thou shalt serve him. Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. Thou shalt not steal;
neither commit adultery, nor kill, nor do
anything like unto it. Thou shalt thank the
Lord thy God in all things. Thou shalt
offer a sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in
righteousness, even that of a broken heart
and a contrite spirit. And that thou mayest
more fully keep thyself unspotted from the
world, thou shalt go to the house of prayer
and offer up sacraments upon my holy day;
For verily this is a day appointed unto you
to rest from your labors, and to pay thy de-
votions unto the Most High; Nevertheless
thy vows shall be offered up in righ-
teousness on all days and at all times; But
remember that on this, the Lord’s day, thou
shalt offer thine oblations and thy sacra-
ments unto the Most High, confessing thy
sins unto thy brethren, and before the
Lord. And on this day thou shalt do none
other thing, only let thy food be prepared
with singleness of heart that thy fasting
may be perfect, or, in other words, that thy
joy may be full. Verily, this is fasting and
prayer, or in other words, rejoicing and
prayer.” [Book of Doc. and Cov., page 149,
par’s. 2 and 3.

Here we are commanded to assemble our-
selves together on the first day of the week,
as the ancient disciples did and to offer up
our sacraments before the Lord, confess-
ing our faults one to another. How many of
the inhabitants of this city do you sup-
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