
pose are in the canyons today, or off hunt-
ing ducks, or geese, or rabbits, or cattle, in-
stead of observing this the word of the
Lord? Are they doing as they should do?
They are not. Persons professing to be
Saints should assemble themselves together
on the Lord’s day, except those who may be
necessarily detained at home to keep the
house, take care of the children, or to per-
form some work of necessity and mercy;
the rest should assemble in the place ap-
pointed for worship and the offering up of
our sacraments.

Could we now see the canyons of these
mountains all over the Territory, we should
see teams by the score returning with
wood. They went out yesterday to come
home today. Is this keeping the Sabbath
holy? It is written—“And the inhabitants of
Zion shall also observe the Sabbath day to
keep it holy.” There is not one requirement
of the Lord that is nonessential; every re-
quirement that He has made of us is essen-
tial to our perfection and sanctification, to
prepare us to enjoy celestial glory.

You may ask me if I always keep the
Sabbath holy. When I am out traveling and
happen to be where there is not a conven-
ient place to observe the Sabbath, I some-
times travel on that day, and content my-
self with making a Sabbath of the second,
third, fourth, fifth or sixth day of the week.
But generally, when I am traveling, it is all
the time Sabbath to me, for it is a constant
succession of meetings. But do I send my
teams to the canyons on the Sabbath day?
No, that is if I have the control over that
which should be under my control. I keep
the Sabbath, and I wish to keep all the laws
of God, and there are a great many of this
people that do so; but many of them go
astray in failing to observe these things—
in not paying their Tithing faithfully,

in not keeping the Sabbath day holy, in not
saying their prayers constantly, in not feed-
ing the poor and clothing the naked, and
in not administering to the Priesthood. As
a people we do as well as we can do, but
some do not do as well as they might do.

Thrifty and intelligent gardeners are
very particular in trimming off dead limbs
from their fruit trees and covering the
wounds to preserve the trees in health and
soundness. When we hold unrighteous,
ungodly persons in fellowship, it injures
the whole body of Christ; but we do it be-
cause we have compassion for them.
Brethren and sisters I exhort you to keep
your covenants, to serve the Lord with all
your hearts, and to endeavor to observe
every requirement the Lord makes of you.
You know that this is your duty.

His Church and kingdom is complete,
it has a living head “from which all the
body by joints and bands having nourish-
ment ministered, and knit together, in-
creaseth with the increase of God.” “For by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been
all made to drink into one Spirit.” “Now
are ye the body of Christ, and members in
particular.” The head possesses all the qual-
ifications necessary to fill its functions in
the body; it has eyes to see, ears to hear, a
palate to taste, organs of speech to speak,
etc., etc. Every qualification that is natural
to the body of a man has its counterpart
incorporated in the body of Christ upon
the earth.

On reading carefully the Old and New
Testaments we can discover that the major-
ity of the revelations given to mankind an-
ciently were in regard to their daily duties;
we follow in the same path. The revelations
contained in the Bible and the Book of
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