
people, who have lived according to the
best light and truth they knew. And by and
by the prejudices that exist against us will
be wiped away, so that the honest can em-
brace the truth.

I do not want “Mormonism” to become
popular; I would not, if I could, make it as
popular as the Roman Catholic Church is
in Italy, or as the Church of England is in
England, because the wicked and ungodly
would crowd into it in their sins. There are
enough of such characters in it now. There
are quite a number here who will aposta-
tize. It needs this and that to occur to make
some leave. If “Mormonism” were to be-
come popular, it would be much as it was
in the days of the early Christians, when no
one could get a good position unless he
was baptized for the remission of sins; he
could not get an office, without he was
baptized into the church.

Suppose this Church were so popular
that a man could not be elected President
of the United States, unless he was a Latter-
day Saint, we would be overrun by the
wicked. I would rather pass through all the
misery and sorrow, the troubles and trials
of the Saints, than to have the religion of
Christ become popular with the world. It
would in such case go as the ancient
Church went. I care not what the world
thinks, nor what it says, so they leave us
unmolested in the exercise of our inherent
rights. Take a straightforward course, and
meet the jeers and frowns of the wicked.

Unpopular. “Oh dear, how they are de-
spised and hated, those ‘Mormons!’” Did
not Jesus say that His disciples should be
hated and despised? Said he, “They hate
me, and they will hate you also.” Has it
ever been otherwise? He said, emphatically,
“In the world ye shall have persecution, but
in me ye shall have peace.”

What is proved by people’s leaving us,
before the heavens, before the angels, and
all the Prophets and holy men who ever
lived upon the earth? You will see every
man and woman, when they once consent
to leave here, I don’t care what name they
are known by, whether Morrisites, Gladden
Bishopites, Josephites, or any other ite,
they make friends with the wicked—with
those who blaspheme the holy name we
have been commemorating here this after-
noon, and they are full of malice and evil.
Whenever any person wants to leave here,
the thread is broken that bound him to the
truth, and he seeks the society of the
wicked; and it proves to everybody who has
the light of truth within them, that this is
the kingdom of God, and that those who
leave are of Anti-Christ.

Be steadfast, always abiding in the truth.
Never encourage malice or hatred in your
hearts; that does not belong to a Saint. I
can say in truth, that with all the abuse I
have ever met, driven from my home,
robbed of my substance, I do not know
that a spirit of malice has ever rested in my
heart. I have asked the Lord to mete out
justice to those who have oppressed us, and
the Lord will take his own time and way
for doing this. It is in His hands, and not
in mine, and I am glad of it, for I could not
deal with the wicked as they should be
dealt with.

My name is had for good and evil upon
the whole earth, as promised to me. Thirty
years ago brother Joseph, in a lecture to the
Twelve, said to me, “your name shall be
known for good and evil throughout the
world,” and it is so. The good love me,
weak and humble as I am, and the wicked
hate me; but there is no individual on the
earth but what I would lead to salvation, if
he would let me; I would take him by 
the hand, like a child, and lead him like
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