
of the holy Gospel—how did we feel? We
felt and we were as submissive as little chil-
dren, ready to do the will and bidding of
the Elders, just as fast as we learned it. We
were as obedient to those who were set to
counsel us as the child is to its mother; we
had no disposition to rebel, but our feeling
was, “Let me know the will of God, and I
will do it.” Was money in the way? No.
The Latter-day Saints have pretty well
proven that money and property do not
stand in their way, neither parents, houses,
or lands, husbands, wives, or children; and
I presume that I could find a number of
sisters here today who have left their hus-
bands and children for the Gospel’s sake,
and I could select men who have left wife,
children and all for the Gospel’s sake. The
people called Latter-day Saints are, gener-
ally speaking, obedient; and if they con-
tinue to strive to live their religion they will
become of one heart and one mind. We
have the kingdom of God here spiritually,
and by and by we will be prepared to re-
ceive it temporally; the Lord designs that
we shall have that; we do not want it now,
for we are not prepared; we could not bear
it, but in the Lord’s own time we shall have
these things.

We are exhorted to gather around us
the comforts of life, to build good houses,
make good gardens, and strive to attain to
every comfort there is on the earth, but at
present we are poor, and destitute of
many of the comforts of life. If we were to
become suddenly wealthy, we should be
apt to rise up in our pride and say, “This
is mine.” We want to increase in all that
is good, and to receive the blessings the
Lord has in store for us. There is no way
for us to live, but to live to glorify our Fa-
ther in heaven. We must honor our
Priesthood and be obedient to the coun-
sel that is given to us, or we cannot

obtain that glory which is promised to the
faithful Saints.

The Latter-day Saints understand that
we must be taught, and many of them are
anxious to receive and obey the teachings
given. No man was to be found who could
teach repentance and baptism for the remis-
sion of sins, with authority to administer in
the ordinances, until God commissioned
Joseph Smith, and sent him forth with this
commandment to the people. Previous to
that time, I searched everything pertaining
to the churches; I searched high and low to
find whether there was any such thing as
pure religion upon the earth; I searched for
a man that could tell me something of God,
of heaven, of angels, and of eternal life. I
believed in God the Father, and in Jesus
Christ, but I could not believe that the
Church of Christ was upon the earth. The
question was frequently asked, “Is the
Methodist Church, the Quakers, or the
mother Church right?” No, I would reply,
there is not a Bible church upon the earth. I
might have continued to study the Bible
and all the books that have been written,
and without revelation from God I would
have been like the sounding brass or tin-
kling cymbal, having no knowledge of God,
of true religion, of the redemption of the
living or of the dead; I would have lived
and died in ignorance; and this was the
condition of all the inhabitants of the earth.

We say we are willing to take counsel,
and so we are, in a great measure, and with
this knowledge I do not feel to forsake the
Latter-day Saints, but I feel like pleading
with them to live for God and His king-
dom. Let us all continue steadfast and re-
member that we must obey the counsel of
our Father and God.

The Lord instructs us in a revela-
tion, to let our clothing be plain: 
“Let all thy garments be plain, and
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