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God in the days in which we live? What
traditions have we had handed down to
prepare us for this Work? What tradi-
tions have the people of America, England,
Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Italy, or France had to prepare them for
this great gathering which is being accom-
plished? All their traditions have tended to
fasten them to the homes of their fathers,
have bound them to the graves of their
ancestors; and the Gospel, which has been
preached to them by the servants of God,
has come in contact with all their pre-
possessed notions. Yet God has wrought
mightily in the midst of the nations; he has
poured out his Spirit upon the American,
Englishman, Scotchman, Frenchman,
German, Scandinavian, Italian, and Swiss,
and they have been led by that Spirit to
leave the land of their fathers to gather
with the people of God to the place God
has appointed. Is it not, therefore, a greater
work than that performed in the days of
Moses? Does it not appear so? As I have
said, it appears a far greater work than has
ever been performed upon the face of the
earth since the beginning until now. We
may think light of it; we may think that
we are an insignificant and small people,
yet this movement of ours is one of the
greatest events that has ever occurred,
since our race had a being on the earth.
This is my view, and I do not begin
to grasp its importance; I can only see
glimpses of it as my mind is opened by the
spirit of faith. Then I can see it, as it will
be developed, grow and increase until it
regenerates the earth and its inhabitants,
and makes it a fit place for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. How thank-
ful, then, we ought to be that God has
again restored His Holy Priesthood,
and sent Prophets again upon the earth,
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and has given them unto us, as a people, to
lead and guide us.

I look upon this present time as one of
the most critical days that has ever dawned
upon us, and hope that in the midst of
the temptations which now surround us
we will keep our eye upon the mark, that
we will continually have before us the
object God designed we should accom-
plish, that we will not allow ourselves to
be diverted to the right or to the left, but
that we will continually go forth, putting
our trust in God, being determined with
all the strength and knowledge of God
to serve him to the end of our lives. Our
Prophets have predicted, that when the
time should arrive for this people to be
tried with prosperity, then they would be
in great danger. I have heard this predic-
tion uttered hundreds of times, until it has
almost become like an old story with us.
I heard the Prophet Joseph say, when he
was living, that the time would come that
this people would be tried with abundance;
but he warned them to be careful of these
things. The Lord has told us, through the
revelations which he gave to Joseph, that it
must needs be that the riches of the earth
were his to give to his people; “but,” he
said, “beware of pride, lest ye become as
the Nephites of old.” This was the warn-
ing God gave to us years ago, and it has
been repeated in our ears from that time
until the present, and still there is a great
necessity that we should treasure it up in
our hearts, and often reflect upon it. Now
that the day of prosperity has dawned
upon us, and that we are increasing in
material wealth, we should be more and
more faithful to our covenants, remem-
bering the promises of the Lord to his
people, and keeping humble and meek
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