358

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

——— () E—

TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL DUTIES OF THE SAINTS—BENEFITS
RESULTING FROM PROPER PARENTAL AUTHORITY—
CONNECTION BETWIXT TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL THINGS—
CHARACTER OF JOSEPH THE PROPHET—ALL BLESSINGS FROM
THE LORD

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, NOV. 6, 1864

It is the business of the Latter-day Saints
to build up the Kingdom of God upon the
earth, and by doing this they will be built
up, as individuals and as a community. It is
good to love and serve our God with an
undivided heart and with a pure affection,
making it the business of our lives to work
righteousness, and to introduce everywhere
in all the earth the Gospel of glad tidings
and everlasting peace, to prepare the way
for the coming of the Son of man to receive
his bride. To hold communion with our
Father and God, and to carry out his great
designs in this last dispensation, ought to be
sought after through every transaction of our
lives, for no man, or community of men, can
possibly serve God acceptably a portion of
their time only, and themselves the remain-
der. If we are the servants and handmaidens
of the Almighty at all, we are so every mo-
ment of our lives. It should be our constant
desire and wish to know how to build up
the Kingdom of God, and of necessity this
Work calls forth an almost endless variety of
talent, skill and labor.

In building the great and notable cities
of the world, it required the genius of the
architect, and the skill and labor of the ar-
tisan, in all their variety. In building up the
cities of Zion, and an earthly kingdom unto
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God, it will require all the wisdom and skill
and cunning workmanship that are dis-
played in the arts and sciences now known
to man, and revelation from heaven for
still further advancement in the knowledge
of every handicraft and means of adorn-
ment, to beautify the cities and temples
that will be built by the people of God in
these last days. We expect to see the time
when we shall not be at all inferior to any
of the nations of the earth, in the produc-
tion of works of art and in scientific skill
and knowledge; even now there is incorpo-
rated within the pale of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, mechanical
ingenuity that is equal to any to be found
among the civilized nations of the world;
and as our community grows in wealth and
importance, and raw material sufficient is
accumulated, and our necessities and wants
increase, all this artistic skill and genius,
which at present lies dormant, will be called
into active use, for the bone, sinew, and
knowledge are here. Our first great object
in life is to build up the Kingdom of God.
If it is to sow wheat to sustain the people,
be it so; our families want bread, as do
also the families of the Elders who have
gone abroad to preach the Gospel, and
our mechanics; we are also under the ne-
cessity of producing many other articles of
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