
have lived in the sunbeams of parental
kindness and affection, when made aware
of a parent’s displeasure, and receive a kind
reproof from parental lips, are more thor-
oughly chastened, than by any physical
punishment that could be applied to their
persons. It is written, that the Lord “shall
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth.”
And again it is written, “A whip for the
horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the
fool’s back.” The rod of a parent’s mouth,
when used in correction of a beloved child,
is more potent in its effects, than the rod
which is used on the fool’s back. When
children are reared under the rod, which is
for the fool’s back, it not infrequently oc-
curs that they become so stupefied and lost
to every high-toned feeling and sentiment,
that though you bray them in a mortar
among wheat with a pestle, yet will not
their foolishness depart from them. Kind
looks, kind actions, kind words, and a
lovely, holy deportment towards them will
bind our children to us with bands that
cannot easily be broken; while abuse and
unkindness will drive them from us, and
break assunder every holy tie, that should
bind them to us, and to the everlasting
covenant in which we are all embraced. If
my family, and my brethren and sisters,
will not be obedient to me on the basis of
kindness, and a commendable life before
all men, and before the heavens, then
farewell to all influence. Earthly kings and
potentates obtain influence and power by
terrorism, and maintain it by the same
means. Had I to obtain power and influ-
ence in that way, I should never possess it
in this world nor in the next.

Fathers who send their little boys and girls
on the plains and ranges, to herd their cattle and
sheep, and drag them out of bed very early in

the morning, to go out in the cold and wet,
perhaps without shoes and but scantily clad
otherwise, are cruel to their offspring, and
when their children arrive at years of matu-
rity, they will leave the roof under which
they have received such oppression, and
free themselves from the control of parents,
who have acted towards them, more like
taskmasters than natural protectors. It is in
this unnatural school that our thieves have
their origin, and where they receive their
first lessons in dishonesty and wild reckless-
ness. Mark the path in which a number of
our boys have traveled, from the time they
were eight or ten years of age, to sixteen,
eighteen and twenty. Have they been ca-
ressed and kindly treated by their parents,
sent to school, and when at home taught to
read good books, taught to pray them-
selves, and to hear their parents pray? Have
they been accustomed to live and breathe in
a peaceful, quiet, heavenly influence when at
home? No. Then can you wonder that your
children are wild, reckless and ungovern-
able? They care not for a name, or standing
in society. Every noble aspiration is blunted;
for they are made to go here or there, like
mere machines, at the beck and call of
tyrant parents, and are uncultivated and un-
civilized. This picture will apply to a few of
our young men. Let parents treat their chil-
dren as they themselves would wish to be
treated, and set an example before them that
is worthy of you as Saints of God. Parents
are responsible before the Lord, for the way
in which they educate and train their chil-
dren, for “Lo, children are an heritage of the
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his re-
ward. Happy is the man that hath his quiver
full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but
they shall speak with the enemies in the
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