
for our good. I am well satisfied of 
this.

Questions are often asked, why our chil-
dren die, why they are not permitted to
live, to fill their earthly destiny, and be-
come fathers and mothers of their race.
Many are the physical causes, which lead to
the death of our children and friends, be-
fore they have lived out the days allotted to
them, that, in consequence of our igno-
rance of the laws of life and health, we are
not yet able to overcome; neither have we
yet attained to faith sufficient to overcome
disease and death entirely in our families.
But the Lord has not left us without con-
soling words for our comfort, when we lose
our children, for it is written: “But behold,
I say unto you, that little children are re-
deemed from the foundation of the world
through mine Only Begotten; Wherefore,
they cannot sin, for power is not given
unto Satan to tempt little children, until
they begin to become accountable before
me; For it is given unto them even as I will,
according to mine own pleasure, that great
things may be required at the hand of their
fathers.”

It is hard for the mother of the deceased
boy before us, to part with her son. It wrings
from her heart bitter anguish, to see him
committed to an untimely grave; but we
ought not to allow any great sorrow, to wear
upon our mortal tabernacles so as to waste
them away, and cut us off from performing
that good, which we otherwise might live to
perform. Though we cannot altogether
avoid grief under sore trials, yet we can
overcome excessive sorrow, through faith in
the Lord Jesus, and by calling upon the Fa-
ther in his name—and that is all we can do.
I can sympathize with brother Heber C.
Kimball and his wives, in their bereave-
ments, for they have lost many children, as
well as others of our brethren and sisters.

But, it is consoling to think, that when our
children are taken from the earth in their
infancy, they are safe, for they are re-
deemed, and of such is the Kingdom of
heaven: they have the promise of a glorious
resurrection, to share in glory with those,
who are brought forth, to enjoy the bless-
ings of the sanctified. This is a matter of re-
joicing to us; and the reflection ought to
comfort the mourners, on the present oc-
casion. It gives me no less joy to think, that
the inhabitants of the earth, will not have
to suffer and endure, the wrath of an angry
God to all eternity. It gives me exceedingly
great joy to understand, that every child
that has been taken from this mortality to
the spiritual world, from the day that
mother Eve bore her first child to this time,
is an heir to the celestial Kingdom and
glory of God; and to understand also that
the inhabitants of the earth who have been
deprived of the fullness of the Gospel—
who have been deprived of the privileges
which we enioy—will be judged, in equity
and truth, according to the deeds done in
the body, and that every person will re-
ceive, according to his merits or demerits.
But when members of the Kingdom of
God—we who have received an unction
from the Holy One—are froward in our
ways, and will not abide the laws He has
given unto us, but will violate our
covenants with our Heavenly Father, and
with one another, we are the ones that will
suffer in the next existence, if we do not re-
pent, and retrace our steps before it is too
late; it is not those who have lived and died
without law.

As a general thing, yea, almost without
exception, the children of parents who are
members of this Church, are good, true,
and faithful, and full of integrity. It is 
true, that, when they grow up to manhood,
some of them turn away, and wander
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