
there were some reflections that passed
through my mind, which to me were conso-
latory and edifying. We are in reality, while in
this mortality, aliens and strangers. We are far
distant from our father’s house, living in a
cold world far removed from those affections
which we doubtless have experienced in the
spirit world, and which we will again enjoy,
if we are faithful to the trust reposed in us on
the earth. In one of the revelations given to
Enoch it is said: “And the Lord said unto
Enoch: Then shall you and all your city meet
them there, and we will receive them into our
bosom, and they shall see us; and we shall fall
upon their necks, and they shall fall upon our
necks, and we will kiss each other; And there
shall be my abode, and it shall be Zion,
which shall come forth out of all the cre-
ations which I have made; and for the space
of a thousand years shall the earth rest.” This
quotation describes how happy will be the
meeting of the faithful with their Father in
heaven. Our old affections, of which we
know but little at this time, will be revived,
and we shall enjoy ourselves, with a joy that
to us is inexpressible now. It is right that the
ties should be strengthened between us and
the spirit world. Everyone who departs from
this mortal state of existence only adds an-
other link to the chain of connection—an-
other tie to draw us nearer to our Father and
God, and to those intelligences which dwell
in his presence. I have seen this illustrated by
the Saints in foreign countries, sending their
friends and relatives from Babylon to Zion.
When they have sent their friends to Zion,
they feel a greater interest in Zion than they
ever did; for they have somebody there to
meet, probably a son, a daughter, a father, a
mother, or some friend who has preceded
them to Zion, and it is astonishing the

effect the departure of such a relative or
friend has had on them; they feel more
stimulated and encouraged, and look for-
ward to going to Zion with feelings they
did not have before. It is somewhat similar
with us in this mortal condition. Those of
us who have lost children, brothers and sis-
ters and parents, feel an increased interest in
the spirit world; the ties between such and
the spirit world, have become binding, and
we can contemplate, if not with delight, at
least with no great sorrow, our removal
from this state of existence to the next. In
the providence of God it is right that these
earthly ties should be weakened, to con-
vince us that we are not in the condition
the Lord wishes us to remain in. We are
here in a state of temptation, sin, and sor-
row, and he desires us to look forward to a
better world—to a state of happiness far be-
yond that which we at present enjoy. As our
friends continue to pass from this state to
that better world, we who remain, feel an in-
creased interest therein, and feel stimulated
to look forward with increased joy to the
time when we shall be united. I recollect
that when I lost my mother in boyhood, I
could contemplate death with pleasure. I re-
flected upon the idea of leaving this exis-
tence with feelings that were the opposite of
dread; but, since I have grown up to man-
hood, and have taken upon me its duties
and cares, and am surrounded with other
ties and associations, those feelings of indif-
ference to life are considerably weakened;
yet, when I reflect upon my children, which
I have yielded up to death, and my many
friends who have gone behind the veil, I
can think of death with different feelings
than if I had no friends gone to that land,
where the wicked cease to trouble. The Lat-
ter-day Saints have hopes and anticipations,
which none besides them can indulge
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