
I feel thankful, my brethren and sisters,
for the privilege of once more meeting with
you in this tabernacle. I feel thankful that
so many of us are spared to meet together.

I need not reiterate in your hearing, that
we are living in a most important day and
age of the world—equally important to the
Saints of the Most High as to the rest of
mankind; for the present is fraught with
events that should admonish us to live near
to the Lord and to keep ourselves unspot-
ted from the world. We have been tried in
adversity. Many of us know what it is to be
in the very depths of poverty and privation;
and we now seem to have advanced into a
measurable prosperity, in order that we
may be proven and tried in another man-
ner, and let it be known in the heavens and
to the just on the earth whether we are able
to abide prosperity as well as adversity.

There are so many things before me and
in my mind that I hardly know what to
speak upon and call your attention to. I do
not know that it matters much, for the
Saints are interested in everything that is
good, comforting and cheering to the
heart. I will say, however, that what was
written beforetime was written for our
profit and instruction, that we, through an
understanding thereof, might have patience

and hope. A great enterprise was deter-
mined upon by our Heavenly Father, and
for this purpose he seemed to have inspired
a certain individual with the manifestations
of his will in dreams, and visions of the
day, perhaps, also, of the night, and that in-
dividual was Joseph of old. It appears that
in this son of the Patriarch Jacob the germs
of greatness and power were manifest, not
only to himself in his own reflections and
thoughts, and by reason of the manifesta-
tions he received of the Divine will, but,
also, to the satisfaction of his brethren that
he was likely to aspire to, or be elevated to,
dominion and government over them. This
roused their envy and jealousy until they
could not endure his presence. They
sought to rid themselves of him, and con-
trived various plans and means to accom-
plish it, especially after he had told them
his dream, that their sheaves had made
obeisance to his sheaf as they were binding
in the harvest field. And then, to cap the
climax, he told them he had had another
dream, in which the sun and the moon and
the eleven stars had made obeisance to
him. Not only was he to have dominion
and power over his brethren, but his father
and mother, as well, were to recognize his
power.

This created a jealousy that was satis-
fied only in his separation from
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