
them, and they sold him to certain 
Ishmaelitish merchants, who bore him 
away, a slave, into Egypt. Little did they 
think, as they saw him take his departure, 
with the camels of those merchants, that 
he was but a pioneer to open a way before 
them, and that they would actually have 
to follow on his track and seek succor at 
his hands. But in process of time it proved 
to be true, for the country from which he 
had been expelled, sold as a bondman and 
thrust away by force, was visited by famine, 
and he, by the interposition of Providence, 
was elevated to power in the land to which 
he had been banished. He had become a 
prince in that land; and its revenue and 
riches were under his control. His brethren 
were forced by famine to go down there; so 
were his father and their little ones. When 
they came to him and found him occupy-
ing a princely state it was overwhelming to 
them. They bowed down to him. He was a 
prince! The Almighty had blessed him and 
made him strong in the land to which they 
had banished him. Their very jealousy and 
envy had placed him on the road to great-
ness and power, and they were, themselves, 
compelled to seek succor from the brother 
they had hated and banished.

I have adverted to but few circum-
stances connected with the history of 
these individuals, for it would consume 
too much time to enter further into them. 
But enough has been said to show you the 
analogy that follows: We have been ex-
pelled from a certain country because our 
enemies discovered in us germs of power 
and greatness which aroused their jealousy 
and hatred, and they were determined to 
be rid of us. When they saw us leaving, 
to cross the vast plains that stretched be-
fore us, as we turned our backs upon the

homes we had made with much labor and 
toil, they flattered themselves that they 
were rid of any dominion of ours, either 
real or imaginary. But little did they think, 
when they were doing so, that they were 
forcing us on a track they would have 
eventually to travel themselves. This was 
hid from their eyes.

The Saints did cross the plains to leave 
that country, and here we are; and who 
better than ourselves can appreciate the 
circumstances that now attend us. The 
Almighty has blessed us in this country; he 
has poured his blessings bounteously upon 
us, for which every heart here should beat 
with gratitude to the Most High. While 
war is desolating the country from which 
we came, we are here in peace, for which 
we should be thankful now that we are 
here. That element, that drove us away, 
not, perhaps, the first, but that very ele-
ment is beginning to follow in our track. 
What is its policy? The policy no doubt, 
is to cease to invade as by force of arms. 
But another is adopted, more easily ac-
complished. What is it? Why, “We will oil 
our lips, and smooth our tongues, and in-
gratiate ourselves into your favor; we will 
mingle and comingle with you as brothers, 
and lead you away; we will contaminate 
you, and by pouring wealth into your laps, 
we will make you indifferent to your God, 
your faith and your covenants.” The object 
is to destroy those germs of greatness which 
Heaven has planted in our souls, at which 
they feel alarmed—germs of greatness 
which, if cultivated, will lead us to wield 
a power to which the nations will have to 
bow, as the nations had to bow to that 
Joseph who was sold into Egypt.

Another circumstance I will call your atten-
tion to. In the first place, every great enterprise 
is attended with its difficulties, its hardships and
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