
When the light rested upon me I saw two
Personages, whose brightness and glory
defy all description, standing above me in
air. One of them spake unto me, calling me
by name and said, pointing to the other—
This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!”

It was also peculiar in the history of the
age, that just at the time that God was re-
vealing unto his servant Joseph to raise up
men to bear testimony of the principles of
the Gospel in its fulness and simplicity,
Satan was at work stirring up the hearts of
the children of men to a species of religious
excitement. There were in many parts of
the country strange manifestations, great
camp and other protracted meetings were
assembled together to worship under the
various orders denominated Methodists,
Campbellites, Presbyterians, Baptists, Uni-
tarians, etc., among whom were manifested
the development of a spirit which deprived
men of their strength; they would faint
away, or, they would manifest a variety of
contortions of countenance. There was in-
troduced into the Western States a phe-
nomenon called the jerks; persons under
the influence of religious fanaticism would
jerk seemingly enough to tear them to
pieces.

When the Church was organized, per-
sons came into it bringing along some of
these enthusiastic notions, individuals who
professed to have revelations on every sub-
ject, and who were ready to banish every
moral principle under the guidance of false
spirits. Joseph the Prophet had also to learn
by experience, and to teach the Elders and
the early members of the Church, how
they should judge of the manifestation of
spirits. (Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
Sec. 17, Par. 7.)

“Wherefore, it shall come to pass, 
that if you behold a spirit manifested

that you cannot understand, and you re-
ceive not that spirit, ye shall ask of the Fa-
ther in the name of Jesus; and if he give not
unto you that spirit, then you may know
that it is not of God. And it shall be given
unto you, power over that spirit; and you
shall proclaim against that spirit with a
loud voice that it is not of God—Not with
railing accusation, that ye be not overcome,
neither with boasting nor rejoicing, lest
you be seized therewith,” and refers to
Hiram Page who began to get revelations
through the medium of a black stone, cer-
tain characters appearing on that stone
which he wrote down.

Notes concerning false revelations, 
apostasies.

Joseph Smith in his history wrote thus:
“To our great grief, however, we soon

found that Satan had been lying in wait to
deceive, and seeking whom he might de-
vour. Brother Hiram Page had got in his
possession a certain stone, by which he
had obtained revelations concerning the
upbuilding of Zion, the order of the
Church, &c., &c., all of which were en-
tirely at variance with the order of God’s
house, as laid down in the New Testament,
as well as our late revelations. As a Confer-
ence had been appointed for the first day
of September, I thought it wisdom not to
do much more than to converse with the
brethren on the subject, until the Confer-
ence should meet. Finding, however, that
many, especially the Whitmer family and
Oliver Cowdery, were believing much in
the things set forth by this stone, we
thought best to inquire of the Lord con-
cerning so important a matter; and before
Conference convened, we received the
revelation to Oliver Cowdery given at
Fayette, New York, September, 1830, in
the 4th paragraph of which the Lord says:
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