
“And again, thou shalt take thy brother,
Hyrum Page, between him and thee alone,
and tell him that those things which he
hath written from that stone are not of me
and that Satan deceived him; For, behold,
these things have not been appointed unto
him, neither shall anything be appointed
unto any of this church contrary to the
church covenants. For all things must be
done in order, and by common consent in
the church, by the prayer of faith.”

Joseph’s history continues:
“At length our Conference assembled.

The subject of the stone previously men-
tioned, was discussed, and after consider-
able investigation, brother Page, as well as
the whole Church who were present, re-
nounced the said stone, and all things con-
nected therewith, much to our mutual sat-
isfaction and happiness.”

Some of the Elders journeyed to the
westward from the state of New York, and
built up Branches in the State of Ohio. El-
ders Oliver Cowdery and P. P. Pratt visited
Sidney Rigdon who resided in Mentor,
Geauga County, and was famous in that
country as a reformed Baptist minister,
more familiarly known as Campbellites.
He had preached the doctrine of baptism
for the remission of sins, the regular Bap-
tist church having a different view of the
subject, for they considered “baptism as an
outward sign of an inward grace,” and that
in order to be a candidate for baptism he
must have received a change of heart,
changed from a heart of stone to one of
flesh; he was required to go into the con-
gregation and formally renounce the world,
the flesh and the devil, having given evi-
dence that he was a new creature and 
was prepared for baptism. But the Re-
formed Baptists held the doctrine which I
believe was first preached in Ohio, by 
Sidney Rigdon, that a man must reform,

that repentance was simply a reformation,
and the moment that repentance was re-
solved upon, the candidate was ready for
baptism; and so far their notion appeared
to be an improvement upon the general
idea entertained, and consonant with the
Bible view of it, as it was laid down by the
Savior and his Apostles. But here they
stopped, and did not administer the laying
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and what was further, they contended there
was no need of it, that it was all done away,
and that the written word was all the spirit
there was.

When the Elders waited on Sidney Rig-
don and presented to him the Book of
Mormon, teaching him the principle of
laying on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, he received it, as did several
hundred members of his church, and
members of other churches in that vicinity,
who were baptized in a few weeks. In a few
days Elders Oliver Cowdery, P. P. Pratt, and
Ziba Patterson, passed on westward, as
their mission directed them to the western
boundaries of the State of Missouri. Sidney
Rigdon took a journey to the east, as did
Edward Partridge for the purpose of visit-
ing the Prophet, and these strange spirits of
which we have already spoken, began to
manifest themselves in the churches and
Branches which had been built up.

There was at this time in Kirtland, a so-
ciety that had undertaken to have a com-
munity of property; it has sometimes been
denominated the Morley family, as there
was a number of them located on a farm
owned by Captain Isaac Morley. These per-
sons had been baptized, but had not yet
been instructed in relation to their duties.
A false spirit entered into them, developing
their singular, extravagant, and wild ideas.
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