
cruel, and manifested a greater spirit of
persecution than any other enemies. What
seemed singular, Ezra Booth had been
brought into the Church through the man-
ifestation of a miracle. The wife of Father
John Johnson had been afflicted with the
rheumatism, so as to be unable to raise her
arm and hand for two years. Her husband
had believed the work, and she also was be-
lieving. She went to Joseph Smith the
Prophet to have him administer to her,
Booth accompanied them, for he was well
acquainted with the family, and the condi-
tion of Mrs. Johnson. When the Elders laid
their hands upon her, she was instantly
healed, so that she could use her arm and
hand as well as ever she could previously.
Booth knew this to be an instantaneous
cure, and soon after witnessing this mir-
acle, he was baptized, and ordained an
Elder. He having formerly been a
Methodist minister, commenced preaching
the Gospel without purse or scrip, and he
did so until he found (using a common ex-
pression), it did not pay. Under these cir-
cumstances he apostatized. While he was in
apostasy he searched his cranium for some
means to justify himself and published a se-
ries of lying letters in the Ohio Star, a paper
printed in Revenna. These nine letters had
been republished several times as evidence
against “Mormonism;” and his apostasy
culminated in collecting a mob who tarred
and feathered Joseph Smith, and inflicted
upon his family the loss of one of its num-
ber at Hyrum, Portage County, Ohio.
Joseph Smith was occupying the room of a
house brother Johnson was living in, at the
same time; it was a two story building, had
steps in front. The mob surrounded the
house, the twins being afflicted with
measles, Joseph was lying upon a trundle
bed with one of them. The mob rushed in,

gathered up Joseph while in his bed, took
him out in his night clothes, and carried
him out on to the top of the steps. Joseph
got a foot at liberty and kicked one of the
men, and knocked him down off the steps,
and the print of his head and shoulders
were visible on the ground in the morning.
Warren Waste, who was the strongest man
in the western reserve considered himself
perfectly able to handle Joseph alone, but
when they got hold of him, Waste cried
out, “do not let him touch the ground, or
he will run over the whole of us.” Waste
suggested in carrying him to cross his legs,
for they said that would make it easier for
the Prophet, but that was done in conse-
quence of the severe pain it would give to
the small of the back. He was daubed with
tar, feathered, and choked, and aquafortis
poured into his mouth. Dr. Dennison had
been employed to perform a surgical oper-
ation, but he declined when the time came
to operate. The liquid they poured into his
mouth was so powerful, that it killed the
grass where some of it had been scattered
on the ground. Joseph is reported by the
mob to have said, be merciful, when they
told him to call upon his God for mercy.
They immediately, as he began to pray,
heard an alarm which made them think
they were about to be surprised, and left
suddenly. Sidney Rigdon, who resided
nearby, had been dragged by the heels out
of his bed at the same time, and his body
stripped and a coat of tar and feathers ap-
plied. The next morning he was crazy, 
his head greatly inflamed and lacerated.
Joseph found his way in from the light of
the house, the mob having abandoned
him. While he was engaged in getting off
the tar by the application of grease, soap,
and other materials, Philemon Duzette, 
the father of our celebrated drummer,

HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 5


