
tions today. They have been edifying, com-
forting and strengthening to the Saints. I
will take the liberty of referring to a few
things the brethren have dwelt upon in
their remarks. In relation to the contest be-
tween Jesus and the power of Satan that is
upon the earth, brother George Q. Can-
non has said he is ready to commence the
contest anew today against sin, and the ef-
fects of it which have often tried to over-
throw us as a people. I have been engaged
in a contest against the devil and his rule,
for the last thirty three years this present
winter. It is that many years since I took
the Book of Mormon, and went into His
Britannic Majesty’s realms to teach the
Gospel of life and salvation. From that day
to this I have been contending against the
powers of evil, according to the little abil-
ity God has given me. The kingdom of
God is reestablished upon the earth; and
the Gospel of life and salvation must be
preached in all the world, that all may be
judged thereby. Every nation, kindred,
tongue and people must be warned before
the Lord can come out of his hiding place,
and waste away the wicked who have re-
jected his warning message. We have con-
tended against sin in high places; we still
contend against it in our own bosoms; for
we should seek earnestly to gain the victory
over sin in ourselves, before we can reason-
ably expect to gain the conquest over sin in
others. Until we can subdue our own pas-
sions, and bring every human feeling and
aspiration into subjection to the will of
God, we are not really capable of guiding
and dictating others to the full possession
of victory in the Kingdom of God. To con-
quer and subdue, and school ourselves
until we bring everything into subjection
to the law of Christ, is our work.

Our Heavenly Father does not

always reveal to his children the secret
workings of his providences, nor does he
show them the end from the beginning; for
they have to learn to trust in him who has
promised to fight our battles, and crown us
with victory, if we are faithful as was faith-
ful Abraham. The contest which we have
now on hand is chiefly against sin in our-
selves. “For if we sin willfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
But a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation, which shall de-
vour the adversaries.” Then let us contend
against sin in our families, in our neighbors
and friends, and strive to restore to the in-
habitants of the earth and to all the crea-
tures which God has made to dwell upon
it, that which was lost by the fall of man.
Our labor will not end until this is accom-
plished, our work completed, and the king-
dom is the Lord’s. “Know ye not that they
which run a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And
every man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an in-
corruptible.” Then let us fight on, “For it is
the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of
Zion.” He has commenced it with this, our
once happy nation, and he will continue
until Jesus shall rule and reign tri-
umphantly in the midst of his Saints, over
sin, death, and hell. The Lord is gracious
and is waiting for us to purify ourselves,
and thus be better prepared to receive the
providences of God when he arises to shake
terribly the earth, and bring to pass the
perfect deliverance of his people. “For 
the Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation, and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgment to
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