
of their earthly existence, “we know that if
our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.” The faithful Latter-day Saint
knows that the dissolution of this mortal
house will introduce his immortal spirit to
freedom from death and punishment, and
to the enjoyment of the society of the spir-
its of just men made perfect. To a person
who has such a glorious hope everything is
bright and beautiful. If he has but little, he
enjoys that little with a thankful heart to
his Heavenly Father; if he possesses much,
he is still thankful, not worshipping, or
placing his heart upon the filthy lucre God
has placed in his power to do good with. In
poverty he feels blest and happy; in riches
he feels blest and happy; for his hope is in
God, and his wealth consists in eternal
riches, having laid up treasures in heaven
where moth doth not destroy, nor rust cor-
rode, nor thief break through nor steal.
The Latter-day Saints have been driven
from their homes, and their goods have
been spoiled; but they esteem this as noth-
ing. What do we care for houses and lands
and possessions? The whole earth is before
us and all the fulness thereof. The Latter-
day Saints are living in the expectation of
redeeming Zion, when the law shall go
forth from Zion, and when Jesus will reign
king of nations, as he now reigns king of
Saints.

Remarks have been made as to our stay-
ing here. I will tell you how long we shall
stay here. If we live our religion, we shall
stay here in these mountains forever and for-
ever, worlds without end, and a portion of
the Priesthood will go and redeem and build
up the Center Stake of Zion. If we leave
here, where shall we go to? Has anyone dis-
covered where we can again pitch our tents,

when we leave this country? In the days of
Joseph we have sat many hours at a time
conversing about this very country. Joseph
has often said, “If I were only in the Rocky
Mountains with a hundred faithful men, I
would then be happy, and ask no odds of
mobocrats.” And neither do I. Who are
going to pull up stakes and leave here? If
we forsake our God and our religion, then
woe to us; for then we shall be all apostates
together, and under such circumstances we
have no promise of God for our protection;
but, if we live in the faith of the Son of
God, we have the heavens, the power of
God and of angels on our side. I can tell
you, as truly as Elisha said to his servant,
“Fear not: for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them,” (our ene-
mies.) For, “the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire round about Elisha.”

Satan has great power upon the earth,
which he will exercise against Christ and
his kingdom, and we have so to live as to
gain power to triumph over him, and suc-
cessfully drive him and his adherents from
the earth, and introduce everlasting righ-
teousness and peace; and we will do it in
the name of Israel’s God. The Lord being
my helper, I will never give up the ship; I
will never leave it, as long as there is an
inch of plank left; and it will live in wilder
seas than have yet assailed it, and come out
unharmed; in short, it will endure forever.
We may apostatize from the faith, and go
out of the Church and Kingdom of God,
and be lost; but this will have no effect
upon the progress of the Lord’s Work, nei-
ther can all the powers of hell combined
accomplish aught against it. The Lord
God of Israel has led this people from 
the beginning, and every effort the enemy
has made to destroy them has only 
added renewed strength and vigor to
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