
men of Israel, and be careful that you love
not the world or the things of the world in
their present state, and in your loftiness
and pride, forget the Lord your God. We
ought to care no more for the silver and the
gold, and the property that is so much
sought for by the wicked world, than for
the soil or the gravel upon which we tread:
“For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth forever.” “If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.” I will refer to our merchants, I mean
our “Mormon merchants” particularly.
What do they say about their goods? They
do not ask what their goods are worth, or
what they paid for them, but what will the
people give for them? That is the price. It
is not what their goods are really worth,
but “how many greenbacks will it take to
buy me another stock of goods?” It will
take a good many. What their goods are
worth is not a question with them, but
what they can get. They will get sorrow—
the most of them will be damned, there is
no doubt of it, unless they repent. You 
will excuse me for talking thus of my
brethren, but what else can I say about

them? I am not speaking about my individ-
ual feelings towards them, but upon
principle. My individual feelings are noth-
ing but good towards them. They are kind
to me, and I have no fault to find with
them in their dealings with me; but I see
the danger they are in. Ye merchants, and
lawyers, and doctors and speculators, be
careful that you secure to yourselves eternal
life in the kingdom of God, in preference
to doing anything else. That perfect union,
which must ultimately be enjoyed by the
Latter-day Saints, can only be brought
about by every man and woman living so
as to keep their minds pure and unspotted
like a piece of clean white paper, being con-
stantly free from the love of the world, that
the spirit of revelation may easily indite
upon the heart whatever is the mind and
will of the Lord. We cannot be truly the
members of Christ’s mystical body without
living in this way, that the Spirit may indite
as easily upon the heart the things of God,
as these brethren, our reporters, can write
with ink on paper. In this way you have the
witness within yourself, and “need that no
man teach you: only as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and
is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in him.” May the Lord bless the
righteous. Amen.
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