
We meet together, as intelligent beings,
desirous of understanding something of our
common origin, our present existence, and
our future destiny. We meet to find out
something in relation to our Heavenly Fa-
ther, in relation to His providential dealings
with the human family, in relation to His
policy and designs pertaining to us, and in
relation to the object of our creation; and to
know something, if possible, pertaining to
that world that lies beyond our present
scene of action. These are some things
among the many that we are desirous to
know, to comprehend, to find out if pos-
sible. We further wish to pursue a course
that shall be acceptable to our God and Fa-
ther; having partaken of a portion of His
Holy Spirit we are desirous to be taught
more perfectly the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God, we are desirous of culti-
vating His Holy Spirit, and to draw from
the fountain of light and intelligence; from
the spirit of revelation that flows from God;
and the spirit that dwells in us, comfort,
consolation, and intelligence; that we may
feel that we are the sons and daughters of
God, that we are walking in the light of His
countenance, that we are doing the things
that are pleasing and acceptable in His
sight, that our own consciences are produc-
ing satisfactory evidence to our minds that

our conduct and acts are acceptable before
the Lord, and that the Holy Ghost also
bears testimony to us that we are His chil-
dren, doing His will, walking in the light of
His countenance, helping to establish His
kingdom on the earth, and to fulfil the var-
ied duties we are placed here upon the earth
to attend to. These are some of the ideas and
feelings which all good men and women en-
tertain in relation to the past, the present,
and the future. Notwithstanding, we have
many weaknesses, infirmities, follies, and
foibles; yet, at the same time, when we are
filled with the spirit which flows from the
Lord our Heavenly Father, these are gener-
ally the feelings which we entertain. We feel
a spirit of gratitude to our Heavenly Father
for the blessings that we have received from
His hands; and when we look upon things
as they exist around us, in our nation, and
in other nations, we certainly have great
cause to cultivate feelings of thankfulness
when we reflect upon the position of the
world, and view the darkness, ignorance,
folly, superstition, wickedness, corruption
and evil that is spread abroad, and which
prevails over the face of the earth. When 
we reflect that light and intelligence 
have beamed forth from the heavens, that
God in his mercy has made manifest 
His will to the human family; that in the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES20

BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL CONTRASTED WITH THE IDEAS 
OF MEN—EVIDENCE RECEIVED THROUGH OBEDIENCE—MODE

BY WHICH THE SPIRIT IS IMPARTED AND UNITY OF THE
SAINTS—THEIR CONFIDENCE WITH REFERENCE TO THE
FUTURE OF THE CHURCH—ULTIMATE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD ON EARTH

REMARKS BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, 

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  ON SUNDAY, DEC. 11,  1864

Repor ted by G.  D.  Watt

z


