
embraced the gospel in that day enjoyed an
evident testimony of which the world were
ignorant. They received an inspiring intelli-
gent assurance which was imparted by the
Holy Ghost unto all those who receive the
gospel both in former and in latter times,
and hence they that believe have the wit-
ness in themselves.

When the Elders were sent to preach the
gospel, they were told to call upon the
people to repent and be baptized in the
name of Jesus for the remission of sins, and
they should receive the Holy Ghost. This
was told to the people in ancient days, and
no stronger testimony than this could be
given to the heart of man; nothing is
greater evidence that the Lord is with His
Elders that go forth bearing the precious
seeds of eternal life than this. An Elder is
the minister of God, His representative on
the earth; he acts by His authority, in His
name, and God sanctions his acts, and
proves to him and to those who receive the
gospel, that he is the messenger of God.
The Lord has told him to go and preach
baptism for the remission of sins, and that
when people repented and were baptized
for the remission of sins, and had hands
laid upon them for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, that they should receive the
Holy Ghost, and have evidence for them-
selves, as they received and knew formerly
under the administration of the ancient
apostles. Thus every person so baptized and
administered to has evidence undoubted
within himself, and every Elder has a testi-
mony that God is with him and sanctions
his acts; and as an Elder could not impart
the Holy Ghost without the authority and
power of God, so the person receiving the
Holy Ghost could not partake of it without
the Lord’s administration through the
Elder.

You may use the reasoning of men,

you may bring into requisition the
strongest oratorial powers, and all this will
fail to convince any man, without the
Spirit of God. You may bring the brightest
talent to bear, and collect the strongest evi-
dence it is possible for man to produce, but
in the absence of the Holy Ghost all this
will pass away like an idle dream, or with
passing remarks such as, “That man is a
very eloquent man, the principles he ad-
vances are evident, plain, and reasonable,
but then it don’t concern us at all, we are
not interested in the matter,” etc.; but
when the Spirit of eternal truth, emanating
from God operates upon our spirits, which
are a part of deity, if you please, when there
is a union formed, and an intercourse
opened, and intelligence communicated,
then the persons who possess this intelli-
gence, this knowledge, this comforting in-
fluence, this strong assurance that is im-
parted, and can be imparted only from
spirit to spirit; when persons receive this,
they then have for themselves an assurance
that no earthly argument or philosophical
demonstration can possibly impart. We are
a part of deity, that is, our spirits are a part,
as it were, of the Great Jehovah, that have
been struck from His eternal blaze—eter-
nal intelligence and light and life.

When the light that is in heaven com-
municates with the light within us; when
the Spirit that dwells in the bosom of the
Almighty dwells in ours, and an inter-
course is opened between heaven and us,
we are then placed in a position to under-
stand that which it would be impossible to
comprehend upon any natural principle
known to us, and hence it is written, “For
what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him?
even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.” In order that
men may indeed become the children
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