
of God, He has introduced in the first
principles of the gospel the means of their
becoming possessed of His Spirit through
baptism and laying on of hands by those
having authority, being sent and ordained
and authorized by Him that they may re-
ceive the Holy Ghost. What can be a
stronger evidence to any man than an evi-
dence of this kind? It is not something that
affects the outward ear alone; it is not
something that affects simply his judg-
ment, but it affects his inner man; it affects
the spirit that dwells within him; it is a part
of God imparted unto man, if you please,
giving him an assurance that God lives.
This is a thing of very great importance,
more so, perhaps, than many people imag-
ine. A man receives an assurance that God
lives, and not only that God lives, but that
he is a son of God, because he feels that he
has partaken of His spirit, the spirit of
adoption; and hence it was said concerning
the Saints of old, “For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit it-
self beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God.”

The Saints of old received a spirit
whereby they were enabled to say Abba, Fa-
ther, or, my Father. Now, reflecting upon
this, what strong confidence is imparted
unto the Saints of God, giving them an as-
surance that no person has, and that no per-
son can have, unless they adopt the same
means, in order to partake of the same bless-
ings or to be administered to in the same
way, and receive through the same medium,
that same spirit of intelligence which noth-
ing but the Holy Ghost can impart. When
persons receive this they are enabled to 
say, my Father. What were they enabled 
to say before? Did they know anything

about their Father or about their God? Did
they know anything about their origin, or
did they know anything really in relation to
the future?

What can you find among the world
like this anywhere, among the most pious,
best, the most honorable, pure, and virtu-
ous, what can you find among them? Only,
simply, “we try to do the best that we can,
and we hope it will be well with us here-
after; we hope our great Heavenly Father
will be merciful to us.” They can make no
further advances than that, without the gift
and blessing of the Holy Ghost. They hope
certain things, they believe in certain
things, they pray for certain things, they
desire certain things, but they have no as-
surance in relation to them. Nothing but
the Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father
and the Son can impart unto us that intel-
ligence which is necessary to place the
Church and Kingdom of God upon a sure
and firm basis. The Lord has introduced
this among us. It is no matter what lan-
guage a man may speak, or what country
he lives in, no matter what his former pro-
fession or circumstances, here is the Gospel
of eternal life and truth proclaimed by the
weakest of God’s Elders, which he has cho-
sen and set apart to preach the words of
eternal life in all the world. Wherever
people receive the words of truth that that
Elder has preached unto them and obey
them by baptism, and have hands laid on
them for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
they all feel alike, no matter what country
they were born in, what their religion, pol-
itics, social ideas, or anything else; whether
Jew or Gentile, bond or free, they are all
one in Christ Jesus.

We have people gathered together 
in this Territory from all parts of the
earth; they have all been baptized 
into one baptism, and all have par-
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