
taken of one spirit, and that one spirit pro-
ceeds from the fountain of light and truth.
It would be impossible, under any other
circumstances, to unite people together as
our people in the mountains are united. It
would be impossible for all the reasoning
powers of man to bring about any such re-
sult; nothing but the power and Spirit of
God could accomplish it.

We all feel alike in regard to the great
principles of eternal truth. Why do we feel
alike? Because we have all partaken of one
spirit, which proceeds from our Heavenly
Father, it is the Holy Ghost. How does it
affect us? It affects our spirits. And al-
though we do not understand, sometimes,
one another’s speech, and are ignorant of
the ideas entertained by one another; and
although the habits, customs, and manners
are diverse and various among the different
nations from which we have come, we still
are one in sentiment, one in faith and in
confidence, and one in assurance.

I have heard men in the United States
thank God with their whole heart for the
spirit imparted to them and for the bless-
ings of the everlasting Gospel; I have heard
them do the same in France and in Ger-
many, and I have heard them do the same
among other nations whose language I was
not acquainted with. The same spirit in-
spires the whole—it is the spirit of God,
imparted through obedience to his laws,
and through the administration of the
Gospel through the Holy Priesthood, or
by means of the Elders he has sent forth,
and whose acts He sanctions by imparting
the Holy Ghost on whom they lay their
hands; and hence we are one, having 
been baptized into one baptism, and par-
taken of the same spirit, and hence we
have assurance, and are constituted as no
other people are under the heavens.

We possess that evidence and assurance
which the world cannot give, neither can
the world take it away; and hence, we go
forth with a steady unerring aim with re-
gard to the future. We know, individually
and collectively, what we are doing, and if
there be those among us who do not com-
prehend all things, yet we do know that we
have partaken of the Holy Ghost. We feel
like the man that was born blind, who was
healed by the Savior. The Pharisees said to
the healed man, “Give God the praise: we
know that this man is a sinner.” He an-
swered and said: “Whether he be a sinner
or no, I know not: one thing I know, that,
whereas I was blind, now I see.”

All the sons and daughters of God who
are living their religion, and faithfully keep-
ing the commandments of God, can render
a reason for the hope that is within them,
and can answer the whys and the where-
fores for the movements of the Church and
kingdom of God upon the earth. They
may not know what is going to be the re-
sult of this, that and the other; but they do
know that they have received the Holy
Ghost, and that God lives—that they have
received a principle, whereby they are en-
abled to say, Abba Father—My Father.
“And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Hence we
have partaken of a portion of eternal lives,
and have begun to live forever. It was
upon this principle that Jesus spake to 
the woman of Samaria, when he asked 
her for a drink. Now there was a strong
enmity existing between the Jews and 
the Samaritans, and she thought it singu-
lar when Jesus asked her for a drink of
water. “Jesus answered and said unto her,
If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith unto thee, Give me to
drink; thou wouldest have asked of him,
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