
It is with very peculiar feelings, my
brethren and sisters, that I stand before you
this morning to address you upon the
principles of life and salvation. In rising be-
fore you I request your faith and prayers,
that I may have the Spirit of the Lord to
dictate unto me those thoughts and reflec-
tions and instructions, which will be prof-
itable unto us. I feel myself that the Spirit
of the Almighty is here; I have enjoyed it
very much this morning. While listening to
the singing, I felt that the singers had the
Spirit of God resting upon them.

We can enjoy ourselves while we are met
together today; it is our privilege to have a
goodly outpouring of that Spirit which fills
our hearts with joy, with peace, light and in-
telligence. If we concentrate our minds upon
the object which has called us together, exer-
cising faith in our Father and God, these
meetings will be counted among the most
delightful associations of our lives. I do not
know that I ever enjoyed myself so happily
under any circumstances, as I have in meet-
ing with my brethren and sisters in confer-
ences and in meetings like these that we have
had yesterday and today. At these meetings
we can throw aside the cares that press us
from day to day, and concentrate our minds
upon the blessings which pertain to the
kingdom of God and to the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, and understand to a greater extent
than we can probably on ordinary occa-
sions, how much the Lord our God has fa-
vored us in revealing unto us His everlast-
ing Gospel, and in sending unto us His
servants, authorized to administer unto us
the ordinances thereof. When we are in
meetings like the present, we can think
about these things and ponder upon them,
and our hearts are filled with renewed feel-
ings of thanksgiving and gratitude to God
for His abundant mercies to us as individu-
als and as a people. Since my arrival home
from abroad this last time, I think that I
never have experienced such a feeling of
thanksgiving, joy, and happiness as I have
during the last two or three weeks. My feel-
ings have been peculiarly solemn, and I
have often felt as though it would be a
great luxury to get off in some corner alone
and weep for joy for all the blessings God
has so bountifully bestowed on us as a
people, and upon myself as an individual.
The older we grow, and the more the king-
dom becomes developed, the more apparent
are the blessings heaven bestows upon us.
He must be indeed blind who cannot see
that we are a people highly favored of God
our Father, especially if it should be his lot
to go forth among the nations, and come 
in contact with the evil which abounds 
in other countries. I believe there is a
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