
feeling of gratitude and thanksgiving per-
vading the breasts of the Saints generally,
which causes them to appreciate the kind-
ness of the Lord towards them. This feeling
should increase more and more within us
every day we live.

The remarks which were made yesterday
by the brethren who spoke were to me
highly edifying; I rejoiced greatly in them,
and I could echo the feeling expressed by
Brother Woodruff when he said, we were
the most blessed people on the face of the
earth, in having a father in our midst who
talks unto us in such plainness and simplic-
ity the principles of life and salvation.
While Brother Brigham was speaking unto
us and dwelling upon the plain and simple
principles of the Gospel, and those things
necessary for us to observe in order that we
may become developed before our heav-
enly Father, I felt that it requires constant
teaching and admonition on the part of the
servants of God to keep us in mind of our
duty; it requires the servants of God to be
stirred up continually to diligence in
preaching the plain and simple principles
of the Gospel to the people, that they may
be duly impressed therewith. Notwith-
standing all we have heard, and we have
heard a great deal of the principles of righ-
teousness, we still require to be admon-
ished day by day concerning our duty. It
seems to be one of the weaknesses of
human nature that we are apt to forget the
principles of truth and righteousness, and
to give way to influences that are not of
God. We are placed in this existence for
the express purpose of learning to over-
come all these things. One of the great ob-
jects, as I imagine, which God has in view
in sending us here upon the earth, is to
give us experience in the influences of 
the earth that we may contend with them
successfully and overcome them, that

when we pass beyond the veil we may be in
a position to comprehend them to a greater
extent than we could had we not come
here and felt the influences to which
human nature is subject. I have thought
that we, as a people and as individuals, do
not sufficiently realize the importance of
keeping guard upon ourselves, and upon
our feelings, and of resisting the influences
that surround us.

While the brethren were speaking upon
one point, namely, the disposition of some
people to imbibe spirituous liquor, it
brought some reflections to my mind con-
nected with the influences that prevail
throughout the various portions of the earth.
I believe there are places and circumstances
in which people can be placed, where there
are influences of this character brought to
bear upon them that are more difficult to re-
sist than there would be under other circum-
stances and in other places. I have often
heard it remarked by the brethren, and I
have remarked it myself, that in some places
there is a greater disposition entertained by
the people to commit adultery and indulge
in kindred sins of this description than there
is in this country. There seem to be influ-
ences in the atmosphere in those lands of
such a character, that unless a person is on
his guard and constantly watching and resist-
ing them, he will be led down to destruction
by them. A spirit and disposition will creep
over the people unless they are careful, to
lead them astray in the direction which I
have named. This is undoubtedly the case.
There are spirits in the atmosphere that are
filled with that disposition, and who seek to
influence those with whom they are brought
in contact, impressing those who are in the
tabernacle of flesh to indulge in the same sin.

There are influences in the atmo-
sphere that are invisible to us that, 
while we are here upon the earth, we
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