
tion of angels personally or visibly unto us.
Until we can do this, I do not expect that
we can have those other blessings profitably
bestowed upon us. I do not expect that in
the providence of God we will be favored
with those other blessings until we can lis-
ten unto and obey the counsels of those ap-
pointed to preside over us. I know it is nat-
ural for people to be anxious to have some
ministering spirit wait on them, and reveal
itself unto them. For my own part, my re-
flections have caused me to view this in a
different light than I viewed it in the begin-
ning. I then thought it would be a great
blessing to have that favor bestowed upon
me. But when I have reflected upon the
character and calling of the men whom
God has called and sent in this genera-
tion—when I have thought of Brother
Joseph Smith, and his greatness, his mag-
nanimity, and his faith, I have thought,
and still think, it is one of the greatest
blessings of God upon me to have been
permitted to behold his face and to listen
to his teachings. I feel the same now to-
wards the present leaders of Israel. I am sat-
isfied that this generation has been hon-
ored by as great prophets as ever stood
before God upon the earth, excepting the
Lord Jesus Christ; and how could I expect, if
I disobeyed Brother Joseph Smith’s counsel,
that I could be favored with the presence
and instruction of any being farther ad-
vanced than he was when he was in the
flesh? And so I feel in relation to Brother
Brigham, whom we now have with us; he is
one of the noblest sons of God, a man
whom God has endowed with the wisdom of
eternity, with the power in part that is exer-
cised in its fulness by the Gods of eternity. If
we disobey his counsel, disregard his warning
voice, and are careless respecting his teachings
and the teachings of those associated 
with him, we are indeed unworthy of the

presence of personages who have been glori-
fied and who now dwell in the presence of
God. I do not expect the day to come when
this people will be favored with the admin-
istration of angels—with the presence of
those holy and immortal beings—until we
can learn to appreciate the teachings and in-
structions of the men of God in our midst.
When that day does come that this people
will implicitly obey the voice of those
whom God has placed over them, and give
heed to every instruction imparted to them
by the spirit of revelation through the ser-
vants of God, then I shall expect visits from
holy angels, and the glory and power of
God to rest upon us to that extent it has
never done hitherto; but I cannot well ex-
pect it before that time arrives, because if
these blessings were to be bestowed upon us
before we are prepared to receive them, I
should fear they would turn to our con-
demnation, as they have done to many in
the early history of this Church.

There is nothing that we, as a people,
have needed since our settlement in these
valleys, and I may say since the organiza-
tion of the Church, connected with the
kingdom of God, in intelligence, in wis-
dom and counsel, that we have had to wait
for. We have had line upon line, precept on
precept, here a little and there a little, from
the beginning unto the present time, and
there never was a day, an hour, a moment,
from the organization of this Church unto
the present time that we, as a people, have
been destitute of the voice of God and the
instruction of the Holy Ghost. While this
is the case, and we have abundance of
teachings poured out upon us, and we
should refuse to obey any of them, we need
not expect visitations from higher person-
ages, coming down to administer unto us
and impart unto us things that we could
know, if we would only learn to be obedient
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