
to the counsels and instructions we now re-
ceive. It is necessary that we should be
taught and instructed in the things of the
kingdom of God, and that our faith should
be developed to such an extent that we will
have great confidence in those who labor in
our midst and who preside over us. It is for
this purpose that the Gospel is sent forth
by the hand of the servants of God unto
the inhabitants of the earth. The Lord says
through his servant Joseph Smith, in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, “Where-
fore, I the Lord, knowing the calamity
which should come upon the inhabitants
of the earth, called upon my servant Joseph
Smith, Jun., and spake unto him from
heaven, and gave him commandments;
And also gave commandments to others,
that they should proclaim these things
unto the world; and all this that it might be
fulfilled, which was written by the
prophets—The weak things of the world
shall come forth and break down the
mighty and strong ones, that man should
not counsel his fellow man, neither trust in
the arm of flesh—But that every man
might speak in the name of God the Lord,
even the Savior of the world; That faith
also might increase in the earth; That mine
everlasting covenant might be established;
That the fulness of my Gospel might be
proclaimed by the weak and the simple
unto the ends of the world, and before
kings and rulers.”

This is the reason of the Gospel being
preached, that faith might increase within us,
and that the New and Everlasting Covenant
might be established in our midst. These
things were preached unto us in the begin-
ning, because it is necessary that man should
be impressed with the importance of the
Gospel and plan of salvation which God has
revealed, and that he might have confidence
in the words of the servants of God. We

have to learn that those who are worthy to
be entrusted with our salvation, and with
the direction of the affairs of the kingdom
of God, are also worthy to be entrusted
with the guidance of temporal affairs in the
same kingdom. It was a difficult lesson to
learn in the beginning. The people of God
could not understand, in the beginning,
that Brother Joseph had wisdom sufficient
to direct them in their temporal affairs as
well as in their spiritual affairs. While the
Church was in Kirtland it was a lesson they
had not learned; they could admit that
Joseph was a prophet of God, and chosen
of Him to establish His kingdom on the
earth, but they would not admit that he
had wisdom sufficient to direct them in
temporal affairs, and they had to be
whipped, scourged, and driven from place
to place before they could really believe
that the servants of God had this wisdom;
but, by-and-by, this knowledge dawned
upon them, and they began to see that
men, chosen of God to establish righ-
teousness and build up His kingdom, had
also wisdom concerning temporal affairs,
and that the same God who made the earth
so beautiful for the habitation of His
saints—He who organized the heavens and
controls the movements of the heavenly
bodies, that same God had power to give
Brother Joseph Smith wisdom to guide
them in temporal affairs. This is a lesson
that we have had taught unto us from that
time until the present; and today I feel as
though we were but poor scholars, and that
there are many things yet to be impressed
upon our understandings connected with
this lesson.

We have to learn that, in the first place,
the Lord sent His servants forth to preach
the principles of the Gospel, to impress upon
the inhabitants of the earth the necessity of
believing in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the
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